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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to kindly thank CT1 for their LS asking about the general applicability of the Radio environment Exchange mechanism. It was asked which of the following interpretations are valid:

a) An implementation that permits the exchange of the radio environment information outside of the context of CSI. For instance, UEs that are not CSI capable may exchange their radio environment information and use it for other proposes than CSI e.g. exchange of a MMS while in a CS call.

b) An implementation that limits the exchange of the radio environment information within the context of CSI. 

SA2 would like to clarify that TS 23.279 defines the Radio environment exchange (as well as the UE capability exchange mechanism) as a generic mechanism that is not intended to be tied to any particular application or service. As such, it is foreseen that several applications/services (e.g. MMS) may make use of the Radio environment exchange. 

This would point more towards approach a) amongst the options above. At the same time, SA2 is of the opinion that alternative a) should not delay the standardization of CSI compared to alternative b).

2. Actions:

To CT1 group:

ACTION: 


CT1 is kindly asked to take the above clarifications into account in their stage-3 work for capability detection mechanisms.
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