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FIRST MODIFICATION
4.2.2
On-going group calls

4.2.2.1
Normal operation with successful outcome

Within each voice group call starting from the instant where the calling service subscriber first becomes a listening service subscriber, one service subscriber has the access at any one time to the uplink of the voice group call channel and his speech is then broadcast on all voice group call channel downlinks accordingly. The mobile station of the talking service subscriber shall, while no dispatcher is talking, be commanded by the network to mute the downlink speech to avoid non intelligible echo's.

In case of one talking service subscriber plus a parallel talking dispatcher, the talking service subscriber's mobile station shall receive an indication by means of signalling from the network so that it can unmute the downlink. DTMF shall be used by dispatchers to trigger network signalling to mute and un-mute the downlink of a talking service subscriber as described in subclause 11.3.7.2.

If more than one service subscriber applies for the uplink, contention resolution shall be performed in the network. Contention resolution shall be performed in the group call anchor MSC.

Additionally, in order to speed up the uplink access procedure, the BSS may grant the uplink prior to contention resolution being performed by the group call anchor MSC. This would mean that more than one service subscriber may access to the uplink and the respective speech may be combined in the group call bridge and broadcast onto all voice group call downlink channels during a transitional period. The anchor MSC shall then select one of the talking subscribers and pre-empt the uplink use of the other talking subscribers.

Dispatchers voice involved shall be broadcast on the voice group call channel downlink at any time. Mobile dispatchers are provided with a standard link and thus with an dedicated permanent uplink different from the voice group call channel.

All non-dispatcher group call members are provided with an indication on the voice group call channel of whether the uplink is in use. If a network supports the use of talker priorities, it shall indicate the talker priority of the current talking service subscriber together with this uplink busy indication, and repeat the uplink busy indication periodically. When the uplink is not in use, any non-dispatcher group call member can request access to the uplink. Any speech from dispatchers is combined with any speech from a talking service subscriber.

The talker priorities specified in subclause 4.2.1.1 can be included by the mobile station in the uplink access message or priority uplink request message and used by the network to prioritize between different uplink requests or between an uplink request and the priority of the current talker. A mobile station shall not include a talker priority different from "normal subscriber" in the uplink access message and shall not send a priority uplink request message, if the network has indicated in the uplink busy message that talker priorities are not supported.

An uplink request with talker priority "normal subscriber" is signalled as an uplink request without talker priority.

If a subscriber requests for the uplink while the uplink is in use, a mobile station supporting the use of talker priorities shall signal the request to the network only if:

-
the subscriber is allowed to use the requested talker priority for the respective group ID; 

-
the network supports the use of talker priorities. The mobile station shall assume that the network supports talker priorities, until the mobile station receives an uplink busy indication containing no talker priority information; and

-
the requested talker priority is higher than the talker priority of the current talking service subscriber. The mobile station shall consider the talker priority of the current talking service subscriber to be "normal subscriber", until it receives an uplink busy indication indicating the actual talker priority.

If the BSS receives an uplink access message with a talker priority different from "normal subscriber", a BSS supporting the use of talker priorities shall delay the sending of the uplink request message to the MSC, until the MS identity, IMSI or TMSI, is received from the MS with the subsequent layer 3 message talker indication. The BSS shall then include in the uplink request message the layer 3 message, the requested talker priority, and the cell identity of the cell where the uplink access message was received. 

If the BSS receives a layer 3 message priority uplink request, it shall include the MS identity received from the MS in the uplink request message. The BSS shall also include, in the uplink request message, the requested talker priority and the cell identity of the cell where the priority uplink request message was received.
The BSS shall send the uplink request message to the MSC only if the uplink is free or if the talker priority included in the uplink access is higher than the talker priority of the current talking service subscriber. If the layer 3 message is transmitted in the uplink request message, the BSS may omit the sending of the uplink request confirm message.

If the MSC receives an uplink request message with a talker priority different from "normal subscriber" from the BSS, the MSC shall check whether the subscriber has a subscription to use this priority:

-
if the subscriber is allowed to use the requested priority, the network shall disconnect the uplink allocated to the current talking service subscriber and assign the uplink to the requesting service subscriber;

-
otherwise, the network shall reject the uplink request with cause value "requested option not authorized".

If a talker request with talker priority "emergency subscriber" is received from a subscriber who has a subscription to use this priority, the network shall additionally set the emergency mode and signal the emergency mode indication

· to the listeners of the group call, and 

· to the other group members in the group call area with the group ID active, regardless whether they are in idle mode or dedicated mode, or participate in a different group call,

until the emergency mode is reset by a subscriber with a specific subscription to do this. If the uplink is busy then the indication to the listeners shall be given periodically every T1 seconds. The emergency mode indication has no influence on the talker priority handling.

If a subscriber requests to reset of the emergency mode, a mobile station supporting the use of talker priorities shall send an uplink access message or priority uplink request message indicating "emergency mode reset request" only if 

· the subscriber has a subscription for this request for the respective group ID; and

· the network indicates that the emergency mode is set.
If the BSS receives an uplink access message with an "emergency mode reset request", a BSS supporting the use of talker priorities shall wait until the MS provides the MS identity, IMSI or TMSI, with the subsequent layer 3 message talker indication. Then the BSS shall send an emergency reset indication to the MSC including the layer 3 message and the cell identity of the cell where the uplink access message was received. 

If the BSS receives a layer 3 message priority uplink request, it shall include the MS identity received from the MS in the emergency reset indication. The BSS shall also include, in the emergency reset indication message, the cell identity of the cell where the priority uplink request message was received.
If the MSC receives an emergency reset indication from the BSS, the MSC shall check whether the subscriber has a subscription for this request. If so, the network shall:

-
stop sending the emergency mode indication; and

-
set the talker priority to "normal subscriber", if the uplink status is uplink busy with talker priority "emergency subscriber".

If the subscriber has no subscription for the request or if the emergency mode is not set, then the MSC shall discard the request.

The receipt of an "emergency mode reset request" does not trigger a talker change. 

If more than one service subscriber applies for the uplink, the one with the highest talker priority shall be accepted. An uplink access message or priority uplink request message with an "emergency mode reset request" shall be treated with higher priority than any uplink request. If several requests with the same highest priority are received, contention resolution between these requests shall be performed in the network. 

Contention resolution shall be performed by the BSC, relay MSC or anchor MSC which is the first to detect that more than one request with the same highest priority was received. An MSC performing contention resolution shall select the service subscriber whose request was received first by the MSC and pre-empt the uplink use of the other service subscribers. For contention resolution performed by the BSC see subclause 11.3.7.1.

Mobile stations shall support the reception of additional information related to the current talking service subscriber. The transmission of additional information is optional for the network. If additional information is provided, then it is periodically repeated by the network as long as the current talking service subscriber keeps the uplink. The additional information consists of a string of up to 17 octets and is stored in the HLR as part of the subscription data of the subscriber. The contents and the encoding of the additional information is operator specific.

The release of the uplink is triggered by the user and indicated by the mobile station to the network. The network shall then indicate to the listening mobile stations that the uplink is free.

Mobile stations in group receive mode use the group receive mode procedure (see 3GPP TS 43.022) to "camp-on" in a new cell to be able to listen to the group call channel. The mobile station may find the voice group call channel details of a new cell on the related NCH.

A network may decide not to establish voice group call channels in all cells. Instead, notifications containing no channel description may be provided. If a mobile station moves to such a cell, it must establish a dedicated connection and respond to the notification by use of the notification response procedure in order to receive the voice group call. The network may then establish a voice group call channel and inform the mobile station on the channel position.

A network may obtain knowledge on whether mobile stations are listening in a cell by sending an uplink access request in an uplink free message on the voice group call channel downlink when no talking service subscriber is present. Mobile stations receiving such a request shall use uplink reply procedure and send uplink access bursts on the voice group call channel uplink with the establishment cause "reply on uplink access request". If no uplink access bursts are received by the network, the network may decide to release the voice group call channel in that cell and then provide notifications containing no channel description.

NOTE:
Concerning security aspects, whilst authentication and membership checking of mobile call originators and of mobile uplink users can be carried out, it is not possible to authenticate service subscribers in group receive mode if they have not before established a dedicated connection to respond to a notification. No equivalent of a group "TMSI" is provided to protect the "identity" of established voice group calls.

The network may decide to reconfigure an existing voice group call’s physical channel configuration, frequencies and/or hopping sequences as well as the cell channel description. For the cell in which the group call is being reconfigured, the network informs any listeners in group receive mode and any talker in group transmit mode of the change in VGCS channel description by using the VGCS reconfiguration procedure (see 3GPP TS 44.018 [5]). Mobile stations on receipt of the VBS/VGCS reconfiguration messages shall remain on the existing group channel until indicated starting time and then apply the new configuration to the VGCS call that the mobile station is currently involved in.

4.2.2.2
Exceptional procedures

When a talking subscriber's mobile station loses contact with the network, the network must detect this loss and set the uplink free so that other mobile stations may access the uplink. The talking subscriber's mobile station which has lost the contact with the network shall return immediately to the group receive mode.

If a mobile station in group receive mode indicates a failure due to radio link time-out, the mobile station shall behave as specified in 3GPP TS 45.008 and go back to idle mode, possibly in another cell, as determined by the cell re-selection algorithm. If a notification is received for the same call, the mobile station shall try to reconnect.

NEXT MODIFICATION

7.2
Radio channels

In each cell of the group call area one voice group call channel may be established consisting of a downlink received by all service subscriber’s mobile stations and an uplink which shall be used by the talking subscriber's mobile station only.

The calling service subscriber’s mobile station shall use a dedicated standard uplink/downlink which is connected to the conference bridge up to the instant where the network decides that the mobile station shall join the voice group call channel and the dedicated connection is released.

The network may decide to switch a talking subscriber's mobile station from the voice group call channel to a dedicated standard uplink/downlink at any time. This dedicated connection shall then be maintained up to the instance where the network decides that the mobile station shall join the voice group call channel again and the dedicated connection is released.

When the network does not indicate the uplink as free, there are two options for the mobile station how to signal an uplink request with talker priority higher than "normal subscriber" or an "emergency mode reset request":

i) 
the mobile station temporarily leaves the group receive mode and sends a channel request message on the RACH. Once a dedicated connection has been established by the network, the mobile station sends a layer 3 message Priority Uplink Request, including the MS identity (IMSI or TMSI), the group call reference, random reference, the type of request and the token broadcast by the BSS, if the BSS broadcasts a token. On receipt of this information, the network shall release the dedicated connection, and the mobile station shall return to the group receive mode and continue to listen on the downlink of the group call channel for further instructions from the network; or

ii) 
the mobile station sends an uplink access message on the group call channel uplink. If this option is used, the network shall always establish and maintain a dedicated channel for the talking service subscriber. 

NOTE: 
Otherwise, with option (ii) the BSC would not be able to detect the requests of higher privileged talkers in the cell where the current talking service subscriber is located.

Support of both options is mandatory for a mobile station supporting the use of talker priorities and optional for the network. A network supporting the use of talker priorities shall indicate on the NCH which option shall be used by the mobile station. The indication shall have the same value throughout the network.

A listening subscriber's mobile station which responds to a notification because no description of the voice group call channel was provided in the notification may be assigned a dedicated standard uplink/downlink up to the instant where the radio access network decides that the mobile station shall join the voice group call channel and the dedicated connection is released.

Voice group call channels shall be standard full rate or half rate speech channels. A specific voice group call can have cells in the group call area where the voice group call channels are either only half rate speech or only full rate speech or there are cells with half rate speech and cells with full rate speech. Those implementations are optional for the network operator.

Mobile station using the uplink are in group transmit mode. Signalling for this RR mode is specified in 3GPP TS 44.018. Mobile stations not using the uplink and not in dedicated mode shall ignore any signalling concerned only with uplink usage.

Full standard duplex channels shall be provided to all dispatchers listed in the GCR. These may be provided either via GSM, or via an external network. The links to the dispatchers are connected to the conference bridge.

The mobile station of the talking service subscriber will transmit on the uplink related to the downlink of the voice group call channel. The downlink of this channel which is also received by the mobile station using the uplink will typically echo the uplink unless one or more dispatchers are talking simultaneously. The mobile station of the talking service subscriber shall mute the downlink speech unless more than one speaker is talking. In this case, an indication shall be provided to the mobile station, and the mobile station shall no longer mute the downlink. When the downlink is not muted it is acceptable for the talking subscriber to hear an echo, and possibly other distortions which may occur, as the intention is to alert the talking subscriber to the fact that someone else is talking, rather than allow them to hear the message from the dispatcher. If no dispatcher is talking anymore and the talking service subscriber still has access to the uplink, an indication shall be provided to the mobile station, and the mobile station shall mute the downlink again.

7.3
Data confidentiality

Data confidentiality on the radio can be provided as a network option.

If data confidentiality is provided, both the uplink and the downlink of the voice group call channel within a cell of the group call area shall be ciphered using voice group ciphering keys derived from the same group key, see 3GPP TS 43.020 [10].

The group key is related to the group ID. For each group ID, there is a number of group keys stored on the USIM which are identified by a group key number. The group key number identifying the group key to be used for a particular voice group call is provided with the notification to the mobile stations. Mobile stations which have a dedicated connection shall be informed of the group key number before they join the voice group call channel.

USIM based VGCS ciphering uses a concept of short term keys where the short term key is derived by the GCR and the USIM from the group key and a RAND (random number) parameter. The actual voice group ciphering key is then derived by the BSS and the ME from the short term key, the cell global identifier, and a Cell Global Count parameter.

To include a subscriber into a voice group the required group data (including the 2 master group keys) shall be stored on the USIM, e.g. during the personalisation process or via OTA (over-the-air). To exclude a subscriber from a voice group the group data shall be deleted from the USIM. If a USIM is lost or stolen, all USIMs of the remaining members of the voice groups that this USIM is a member of need to be changed (e.g. via OTA or manual provisioning).

Details on data confidentiality for voice group calls are provided in 3GPP TS 42.009 [9]and 3GPP TS 43.020 [10].

NOTE 1: 
USIM based VGCS ciphering is not compatible with SIM based VGCS ciphering which has not been completely specified. The SIM specifications contain no support for the storage of the group keys. A pre-Rel-6 VGCS capable mobile station will be able to participate in an un-ciphered group call, if it is part of that group.

If data confidentiality is provided, then for a mobile station in group mode dedicated channel the uplink and the downlink of the dedicated channel shall be ciphered using the individual ciphering key of the service subscriber. 

NOTE 2:
The individual ciphering key is the key generated during a previous authentication procedure. 

In order to start the ciphering for the calling service subscriber, the MSC serving the mobile station shall initiate a cipher mode control procedure during call setup, while the mobile station is in group mode dedicated channel. When ciphering was started successfully, the mobile station shall apply the individual ciphering key until it leaves group mode dedicated channel or a new cipher mode control procedure is performed successfully.

In order to start the ciphering on the dedicated channel, if the network decides to move a talking subscriber's mobile station from group transmit mode to group mode dedicated channel, the network shall include cipher mode setting information in the assignment command or handover command message (see 3GPP TS 43.020 [10], Annex F 3.2). On the dedicated channel the mobile station shall apply the individual ciphering key until it leaves group mode dedicated channel or a new cipher mode control procedure is performed successfully.

If data confidentiality is provided, then for a mobile dispatcher the uplink and the downlink of the dedicated channel shall be ciphered using the individual ciphering key of the dispatcher.
If data confidentiality is provided, the priority uplink request procedure can be validated by a handshake between the requesting MS and the BSS. A 32 bit token is generated randomly and broadcast by the BSS on the ciphered downlink of the voice group call channel and stored in the MS. When the MS sends a priority uplink request it includes the token as a parameter and the BSS checks this against its stored value. If it matches the request is processed further. If it does not match, the request is ignored. A new token is broadcast on the ciphered downlink of the voice group call channel each time a match occurs and each time a periodic UPLINK_BUSY message is sent (i.e. every T1 seconds) (refer to Figure 7e in section 11.3.8).
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11.3.7
Uplink and Downlink management

11.3.7.1
Uplink transmission management

The downlink FACCH channel shall be used to indicate whether the uplink is in use.

If a request to talk is made by the user and the uplink has been free the mobile station shall start to transmit UPLINK_ACCESS messages as defined in the 3GPP TS 44.018.

If the network supports the use of talker priorities, a mobile station supporting the use of talker priorities may 

-
send a request to talk even if an uplink busy indication is received, if the talker priority of the new request is higher than the talker priority of the current talking service subscriber; or 

-
send an emergency mode reset request, if the emergency mode indication is signalled by the network.

If a VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT message is received by the mobile station with a different request reference than that of the access made by the mobile station, the mobile station shall not signal for a further 1 s.
If in this time the uplink becomes busy, and the network does not support the use of talker priorities, the mobile station shall indicate to the user that the access has been denied.

If in this time the uplink becomes busy, and the network indicates in the UPLINK_BUSY message a talker priority equal or higher than the talker priority used by the mobile station in the UPLINK_ACCESS message or PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQUEST message, the mobile station shall indicate to the user that the access has been denied; otherwise, it shall resend the UPLINK_ACCESS message or PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQUEST message, respectively.
The user shall be provided with a short indication immediately after the reception of the VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT which indicates that he can speak. Contention caused by simultaneous access messages on the uplink of the voice group call channel shall be resolved as for standard random access procedures. If the uplink access is rejected a further indication shall be provided to the user to inform him that his access attempt was not successful.

The network then shall send an UPLINK_BUSY message on the FACCH of the voice group call channel downlink in all cells involved in the group call.

Signalling messages for call establishment and termination on the voice group call channel shall then only apply for the mobile station currently using the uplink. All other mobile stations shall not respond to this downlink signalling. Once the request to talk is over, this shall be indicated to the network by the mobile station, an UPLINK_FREE message is broadcast on all FACCHs in the group call area.

If the network supports the use of talker priorities, the BSS shall include the priority of the current talker in the UPLINK_BUSY message and shall repeat the message on the FACCH every T1 seconds.

When the BSS receives an indication from the MSC that the emergency mode is set in the network, the BSS shall immediately send an UPLINK_BUSY message on the FACCH and include also the "emergency mode indication".

If the BSS receives a VGCS Additional Info message from the MSC, an ADDITIONAL INFO message is broadcasted on the FACCHs of the voice group call channel downlink in all cells involved in the current group call. The BSS shall repeat the ADDITIONAL_INFO message on the SACCHs of the respective voice group call channels every T2 seconds, until the uplink is released, or the BSS receives an Uplink Release Command message or Uplink Seized Command message for the respective voice group call from the MSC. 

If the BSS receives a VGCS Additional Info message from the MSC and the current talker on a dedicated channel is pre-empted by another service subscriber with a higher talker priority, the BSS shall transmit the additional information about the new talker also to the current talker when releasing his dedicated channel.
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11.3.8
Overview of signalling

In this overview, the messages required to implement the specified concept are identified, and brief details are given of each message.

A diagrammatic representation of the voice group call message structure proposed and actions required is given in figures 2 to 7d.

Summary of figures in this subclause:

Figure 2:
voice group call establishment by a service subscriber roaming in the anchor MSC area; 

Figure 3:
voice group call establishment by a service subscriber roaming in the relay MSC area; 

Figure 4:
uplink access request in the anchor MSC area without talker priority (uplink free); 

Figure 4a:
uplink access request in the anchor MSC area with talker priority "privileged subscriber" (uplink free, subsequent talker on dedicated channel); 

Figure 4b:
uplink access request in the anchor MSC area with talker priority "emergency subscriber" (uplink busy, access via group call channel uplink, subsequent talker on dedicated channel);

Figure 4c:
uplink access in the anchor MSC area with "emergency mode reset request" (uplink busy, access via group call channel uplink);

Figure 4d:
uplink access request in the anchor MSC area with talker priority "privileged subscriber" (uplink busy, access via RACH, subsequent talker on group call channel uplink);

Figure 4e:
uplink access in the anchor MSC area with "emergency mode reset request" (uplink busy, access via RACH);

Figure 5:
uplink access request in the relay MSC area without talker priority (uplink free);

Figure 5a:
uplink access request in the relay MSC area with talker priority "privileged subscriber" (uplink busy, access via RACH, subsequent talker on group call channel uplink);

Figure 5b:
dispatcher indicates wish to speak, talker attached to the anchor MSC;

Figure 5c:
dispatcher indicates wish to speak, talker attached to the relay MSC;

Figure 6:
uplink release requested by the network;

Figure 6a:
uplink release requested by the network; pre-emption of the current talker by a privileged talker;

Figure 6b:
uplink release, talker on a dedicated link (normal case);

Figure 6c:
uplink release, talker on a dedicated link (loss of radio contact or equipment failure (TRX, PCM, …));

Figure 6d:
uplink release, talker on group call channel (normal case);

Figure 6e:
uplink release, talker on group call channel (loss of radio contact);

Figure 6f:
uplink release, talker on group call channel (equipment failure (TRX, PCM, …));

Figure 6g:
release after equipment failure (TRX, PCM, …) concerning a cell not serving the talker;

Figure 7:
termination of the group call by the calling service subscriber;

Figure 7a:
voice group call establishment by a service subscriber using immediate setup; 

Figure 7b:
signalling for DTMF digit entry by an entitled mobile dispatcher controlled by the anchor MSC;

Figure 7c:
signalling for DTMF digit entry by an entitled mobile dispatcher controlled by a visited MSC;

Figure 7d:
signalling for DTMF digit entry by an entitled fixed line dispatcher.
Figure 7e:
Validation of Priority Uplink Requests for a ciphered group call
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Figure 4d: Signalling information required for the voice group call uplink request via RACH with talker priority "privileged subscriber" in the anchor MSC and pre-emption of the current talker (normal case, without contention resolution)

RACH(CHAN_REQ): Standard message to request an SDCCH.

IMM_ASS: Standard message sent on the AGCH.

SABM (PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQ): L3 message PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQ sent on the allocated channel. 

UA (PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQ): This message is used to acknowledge the layer 2 link and provide contention resolution of the priority uplink request.
UPLINK_BUSY (not presented in figure 4d): If validation of Priority Uplink Requests applies for the group call, the BSS, on receipt of a valid Priority Uplink Request, shall send an UPLINK_BUSY on the downlink FACCH to inform all mobile stations that a priority request has been made and to provide a new token. The message is sent on Tbb expiry.
CHAN_RELEASE: The BSS sends a channel release message to the service subscriber's mobile station.

DISC: Standard message to release the layer 2 link.

UA: Standard message to acknowledge release of the layer 2 link.

UPLINK_REQUEST: The request for the uplink containing the MS identity and the talker priority is indicated to the MSC. Only one request per BSS shall be forwarded. 
UPLINK_REQUEST_ACKNOWLEDGE (privileged subscriber): The anchor MSC acknowledges the uplink to one BSC. If uplink requests have been made by more than one BSC or MSC-R, all remaining uplink requests shall be rejected by an UPLINK_REJ which is not presented in figure 4d. On reception of an UPLINK_REJ the BSS shall send an UPLINK_REL to the related mobile station, followed by an UPLINK_BUSY to indicate to the mobile stations that the uplink is in use. The MSC shall send to other BSCs which did not send an uplink request an UPLINK_SEIZED_CMD message which is not presented in figure 4d. On reception of an UPLINK_SEIZED the BSS shall send an UPLINK_BUSY to indicate to the mobile stations that the uplink is in use.

UPLINK_RELEASE: Upon receipt of an UPLINK_REQUEST_ACKNOWLEDGE, UPLINK_REJ or UPLINK_SEIZED_CMD indicating the talker priority of the new talker, the BSC releases the current talker from the uplink by sending a message requesting release of the uplink to the mobile station on the FACCH.
DISC: Standard message to release the layer 2 link.

UA: Standard message to acknowledge release of the layer 2 link.
FORWARD_GROUP CALL_SIGNALLING (uplink seized command, privileged subscriber, add info): This message is sent to all relay MSCs, to inform all mobile stations roaming in parts of the group call area which are controlled by relay MSCs, that the uplink is now busy for a talker with talker priority "privileged subscriber". Furthermore, the message provides additional information about the new talking service subscriber, if available.

VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT: The reply to the priority uplink request sent on the voice group channel downlink containing information for synchronisation of the mobile station to the network and uplink access contention resolution. The VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT message shall therefore include a request reference (reflecting the PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQUEST) and the physical information required for transmission on the voice group call channel uplink. On receipt of a VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT, the related mobile station can start to send speech directly. 

UPLINK_BUSY: This connectionless RR message is sent on the downlink FACCH to inform all mobile stations that the uplink is now busy. If the network supports talker priorities, then the UPLINK_BUSY indicates the talker priority of the current talking service subscriber to all listening service subscribers and additionally, if the emergency mode is set in the network, the emergency mode indication. The message is repeated on the FACCH every T1 seconds. If validation of Priority Uplink Requests applies each periodic UPLINK_BUSY message shall include a new token (i.e. a new token is broadcast every T1 seconds).
NOTE:
The order of UPLINK_BUSY and SABM message is independent.
SABM(L3msg): The layer 2 link is set up and layer 3 information on classmark and mobile station identity included.

UA(L3msg): The layer 2 link is acknowledged and the layer 3 information reflected for contention resolution.
UPLINK_REQUEST_CONFIRM: The BSS confirms the uplink use to the MSC together with the mobile station identity, classmark information and optionally the CKSN.
VGCS_ ADD_ INFO: The MSC sends additional information about the current talking service subscriber to all BSCs. The BSCs broadcast ADD_INFO messages containing the additional information to all listeners (not shown in figure 4d).

Conversation proceeds: Once the mobile station has control of the uplink, it shall be able to communicate directly. The two-way nature of the conference bridge will ensure that they are already connected to all appropriate downlink channels.
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Figure 4e: Signalling information required for the voice group call uplink request via RACH with "emergency mode reset request" in the anchor MSC (normal case, without contention resolution)

RACH(CHAN_REQ): Standard message to request an SDCCH.

IMM_ASS: Standard message sent on the AGCH.

SABM (PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQ): L3 message PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQ sent on the allocated channel. 

UA (PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQ): This message is used to acknowledge the layer 2 link and provide contention resolution of the priority uplink request.

CHAN_RELEASE: The BSS sends a channel release message to the service subscriber's mobile station.

DISC: Standard message to release the layer 2 link.

UA: Standard message to acknowledge release of the layer 2 link.

UPLINK_BUSY (not presented in figure 4e): If validation of Priority Uplink Requests applies for the group call, the BSS, on receipt of a valid Priority Uplink Request, shall send an UPLINK_BUSY on the downlink FACCH to inform all mobile stations that a priority request has been made and to provide a new token. The message is sent on Tbb expiry.

EMERGENCY_RESET_IND: The reception of an emergency mode reset request is indicated to the MSC. Only one request per BSS shall be forwarded. 

EMERGENCY_RESET_COMMAND: The anchor MSC commands all BSCs involved in the voice group call to reset the emergency mode. If the BSC receives an EMERGENCY_RESET_COMMAND message, it changes the content of the NCH to indicate "no emergency mode" and the talker priority of the current talking service subscriber to "normal subscriber", if the previous uplink status was uplink busy with talker priority "emergency subscriber".

FORWARD_GROUP CALL_SIGNALLING (emergency mode reset command): This message is sent to all relay MSCs, to inform all BSCs controlled by relay MSCs that the emergency mode indication shall not be sent any longer and that the talker priority of the current talking service subscriber is changed to "normal subscriber", if the previous uplink status was uplink busy with talker priority "emergency subscriber".

UPLINK_BUSY: This connectionless RR message is sent on the downlink FACCH to inform all mobile stations that the voice group call is no longer in emergency mode and that the talker priority was changed to "normal subscriber", if the previous uplink status was uplink busy with talker priority "emergency subscriber". The message is repeated on the FACCH every T1 seconds. If validation of Priority Uplink Requests applies each periodic UPLINK_BUSY message shall include a new token (i.e. a new token is broadcast every T1 seconds).
Conversation proceeds: The conversation of the current talker is not interrupted.
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Figure 5a: Signalling information required for the voice group call uplink request via RACH with talker priority "privileged subscriber" in the relay MSC (normal case, without contention resolution)

RACH(CHAN_REQ): Standard message to request an SDCCH.

IMM_ASS: Standard message sent on the AGCH.

SABM (PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQ): L3 message PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQ sent on the allocated channel. 

UA (PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQ): This message is used to acknowledge the layer 2 link and provide contention resolution of the service request.

CHAN_RELEASE: The BSS sends a channel release message to the service subscriber's mobile station.

DISC: Standard message to release the layer 2 link.

UA: Standard message to acknowledge release of the layer 2 link.
UPLINK_BUSY (not presented in figure 5a): If validation of Priority Uplink Requests applies for the group call, the BSS, on receipt of a valid Priority Uplink Request, shall send an UPLINK_BUSY on the downlink FACCH to inform all mobile stations that a priority request has been made and to provide a new token. The message is sent on Tbb expiry.
UPLINK_REQUEST: The request for the uplink is indicated to the MSC. Only one request per BSS shall be forwarded. 

PROCESS_GROUP_CALL_SIGNALLING (uplink request, privileged subscriber, add info): This message is sent to the anchor MSC, to indicate that the uplink is requested by a subscriber with talker priority "privileged subscriber" roaming in the relay MSC area. Furthermore, the message provides additional information about the service subscriber requesting the uplink, if additional information is available.

FORWARD_GROUP_CALL_SIGNALLING (uplink request ack): This message is sent to the relay MSC, to indicate that the uplink is granted to the mobile station roaming in parts of the group call area which are controlled by the relay MSC.

UPLINK_REQUEST_ACKNOWLEDGE: The relay MSC acknowledges the uplink to one BSC. If uplink requests have been made by more than one BSC, all remaining uplink requests shall be rejected by an UPLINK_REJ which is not presented in figure 5a. On reception of an UPLINK_REJ the BSS shall send an UPLINK_REL to the related mobile station, followed by an UPLINK_BUSY to indicate to the mobile stations that the uplink is in use. The MSC shall send to other BSCs which did not send an uplink request an UPLINK_SEIZED message which is not presented in figure 5a. On reception of an UPLINK_SEIZED the BSS shall send an UPLINK_BUSY to indicate to the mobile stations that the uplink is in use.
UPLINK_RELEASE: Upon receipt of an UPLINK_REQUEST_ACKNOWLEDGE, UPLINK_REJECT_CMD or UPLINK_SEIZED_CMD indicating the talker priority of the new talker, the BSC releases the current talker from the uplink by sending a message requesting release of the uplink to the mobile station on the FACCH.

DISC: Standard message to release the layer 2 link.

UA: Standard message to acknowledge release of the layer 2 link.
VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT: The reply to the priority uplink request sent on the voice group channel downlink containing information for synchronisation of the mobile station to the network and uplink access contention resolution. The VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT message shall therefore include a request reference (reflecting the PRIORITY_UPLINK_REQUEST) and the physical information required for transmission on the voice group call channel uplink. On receipt of a VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT, the related mobile station can start to send speech directly. 

UPLINK_BUSY: This connectionless RR message is sent on the downlink FACCH to inform all mobile stations that the uplink is now busy. If the network supports talker priorities, then the UPLINK_BUSY indicates the talker priority of the current talking service subscriber to all listening service subscribers and additionally, if the emergency mode is set in the network, the emergency mode indication. The message is repeated on the FACCH every T1 seconds. If validation of Priority Uplink Requests applies each periodic UPLINK_BUSY message shall include a new token (i.e. a new token is broadcast every T1 seconds).

NOTE:
The order of UPLINK_BUSY and SABM message is independent.

SABM (L3msg): The layer 2 link is set up and layer 3 information on classmark and mobile station identity included.

UA (L3msg): The layer 2 link is acknowledged and the layer 3 information reflected for contention resolution.

UPLINK_REQUEST_CONFIRM: The BSS confirms the uplink use to the MSC together with the mobile station identity, classmark information and optionally the CKSN
VGCS_ ADD_ INFO: The MSC sends additional information about the new talking service subscriber to all BSCs. The BSCs broadcast ADD_INFO messages containing the additional information to all listeners (not shown in figure 5a).

Conversation proceeds: Once the mobile station has control of the uplink, it shall be able to communicate directly. The two-way nature of the conference bridge will ensure that they are already connected to all appropriate downlink channels.
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Figure 7d: Signalling required for communication of DTMF digit entry by an entitled fixed line dispatcher.
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Figure 7e: Validation of Priority Uplink Requests for ciphered group calls

NOTE:
MS




=
service subscriber requesting priority access to the uplink
MSs




=
all service subscribers in the group, in this BSS area
 Token (A, B...J)

=
32bit random number, generated by the BSS. Broadcast in UPLINK BUSY messages on the ciphered group channel downlink (FACCH)

Figure 7e Scenarios:

1. For a service subscriber originated group call, if the call is ciphered, the BSS includes a token in the first UPLINK BUSY message sent on the group channel downlink. For a dispatcher originated group call, if the call is ciphered, the BSS includes a token in the first UPLINK BUSY message sent after the first successful uplink access by a service subscriber. A new token is sent in each periodic UPLINK BUSY message, every T1 seconds. If the old token has not been used it remains valid for a further Ttv seconds along with the new token. Once Ttv expires only the new token is valid. (If, within Ttv seconds, a Priority Uplink Request is received with the old token, the request is accepted, the old and new tokens are invalidated and an UPLINK BUSY, with another new token and the priority of the accepted request, is sent after Tbb ms on the group channel downlink.)
2. Subscriber on the group call with ‘Privilege’ or ‘Emergency’ subscription requests the uplink. Token matches in BSS. A new token, and the priority of the accepted request, are sent after Tbb ms in an UPLINK BUSY on the group channel downlink to ensure higher priority requests can still be made in the cells covered by this BSS. Timer T1 is reset and restarted. 

3. Subscriber on the group call with ‘Emergency Mode Reset’ subscription requests an ‘Emergency Mode Reset’. Token matches in BSS. A new token is sent after Tbb ms in an UPLINK BUSY on the group channel downlink. Timer T1 is reset and restarted.

4. User not on the group call makes fraudulent uplink request. Token does not match in BSS. BSS discards message. BSS continues to broadcast tokens in periodic UPLINK BUSY messages.

5. Subscriber on the group call with a ‘Privilege’, ‘Emergency’ or ‘Emergency Mode Reset’ subscription requests the uplink. No token included in the request. BSS discards message. BSS continues to broadcast tokens in periodic UPLINK BUSY messages.

6. Subscriber with a ‘Privilege’ subscription requests the uplink. Token matches in BSS. A new token, and the priority of the accepted request (i.e. ‘Privilege’), are sent after Tbb ms in an UPLINK BUSY on the group channel downlink, however a subscriber with an ‘Emergency’ subscription requests the uplink before the new token has been received by the MS (use of the old token, causes the message to be discarded by BSS). On receipt of the UPLINK BUSY with new token and priority ‘Privilege’, the MS resends the Priority Uplink Request (‘Emergency’) with the new token. 

7. When a subscriber releases the uplink, timer T1 is stopped and the BSS broadcasts UPLINK FREE. A token is not broadcast while the uplink is free.

8. A subscriber requests the uplink by sending an UPLINK ACCESS on the group channel uplink. The BSS grants the uplink and a UPLINK BUSY including a new token, and the current talker priority, is sent on the group channel downlink. A new token and the current talker priority is also sent in UPLINK BUSY on the group channel downlink if the uplink becomes busy because it is granted in another BSS or MSC area and an UPLINK_REJECT_CMD or UPLINK_SEIZED_CMD is received by the BSS. 
NEXT MODIFICATION

11.3.9
Short Message Service (SMS) 

This subclause specifies the delivery of short messages to the voice group call.

11.3.9.1
Delivering SMS to the voice group call

If the talking service subscriber, the listening service subscriber, the dispatcher in a voice group call or any other initiator of short messages that is not part of the voice group call wants to send a short message to the voice group call, it shall use the numbering scheme based on ITU‑T Recommendation E.164 as the destination address illustrated below. 

	CC
	NDC
	Prefix
	Group call reference


The Country Code (CC) and National Destination Code (NDC) are used as normal for routing purposes. The CC and NDC may be omitted for internal SMS. The Subscriber Number (SN) is used to indicate:

-
the request of an SMS to a group by use of a prefix. The length of the prefix shall be 1 to 2 digits;

-
the wanted group call reference as defined in subclause 9.1.

When receiving the short message, the SC may send Delivery Report message containing the received group call reference of the voice group to the sender of the short message, and furthermore the SC shall attempt to deliver the short message to the voice group call addressed by the group call reference. Figure 7f shows the MT SMS delivery procedure. 
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Figure 7f: Successful MT short message transfer attempt to a voice group call

1) The SC sends a Message Transfer message to forward a short message to the SMS-GMSC.

2) The SMS-GMSC sends the MT_ForwardSM_For_VGCS_REQ message to transfer the received short message to the A-MSC using the routing information derived from the group call reference. 

3) The A-MSC sends the GCR_SMS_Interrogation message to the GCR to retrieve the voice group call attributes for short message transfer. 

4) The GCR sends the GCR_SMS_Interrogation_Res message to the A-MSC containing the voice group call status and optionally the list of identities of dispatchers. 

5) The A-MSC sends the MT_ForwardSM_For_VGCS_RES message to the SMS-GMSC containing the status of the voice group call and optionally a list of identities of dispatchers if received from the GCR. Optionally, the SMS-GMSC may initiate point to point short message transfer attempts to the subscribers and dispatchers of the voice group call. 

NOTE: 
How the routing information of the group members can be derived from the group call reference is out of scope of this specification and implementation dependent. This can be achieved e.g. by an external or internal SMS-GMSC database.

6) If the voice group call is established, the A-MSC sends the FORWARD_GROUP CALL_SIGNALLING message to deliver the short message to all related R-MSCs in the voice group call.

7) If the voice group call is established, the A-MSC sends Message Transfer message to deliver the short message to the MSs participating in the voice group call within its MSC area. 

8) If the voice group call is established, the R-MSCs sends Message Transfer message to deliver the short message to the MSs participating in the voice group call within its MSC area.

NEXT MODIFICATION

13
List of system parameters

13.1
Timers

13.1.1
Txx

This is a supervision timer for the setup of the voice group call. If Txx expires and the voice group call is not established at least to a certain cell as specified in subclause 11.3.1.1.2, the call is released.

The value of timer Txx is operator specific.

13.1.2
T1

In a network supporting talker priorities, the uplink busy message on the FACCH of the voice group call channel downlink is repeated by the BSS every T1 seconds (see subclause 11.3.7.1). 

The value of timer T1 is operator specific. Its default value is 5 seconds.

13.1.3
T2

In a network supporting the transmission of additional subscriber-related information, the additional info message on the SACCH of the voice group call channel downlink is repeated by the BSS every T2 seconds, until the current talker releases the uplink or is released by the network (see subclause 11.3.7.1).

The value of timer T2 is operator specific. Its default value is 5 seconds.
13.1.4
Tbb
In a network supporting validation of Priority Uplink Requests, the timer Tbb supervises the broadcast of a new token (Y) after a valid Priority Uplink Request has been received.
If a Priority Uplink Request is received, and the token matches the token in the BSS (X) then the request is accepted, token X is invalidated and Tbb is started. On Tbb expiry a new token (Y), and the priority of the accepted request, is sent in the uplink busy message on the FACCH of the voice group call channels. The Tbb timer should be set to a value that allows other service subscribers who sent a Priority Uplink Request with token X, at the same time as the one accepted by the network, to be back on the voice group call channel in order to receive the new token (Y).

The default value for Tbb is 500ms..
13.1.5
Ttv
In a network supporting validation of Priority Uplink Requests, the timer Ttv supervises an additional validity period for an unused token (A). When T1 (supervising the periodic uplink busy) expires a new token (B) is sent in the uplink busy message on the FACCH of the voice group call channels and timer Ttv is started. If a Priority Uplink Request is received before Ttv expires and the token matches either token in the BSS (A or B), the request is considered to be valid, both tokens (A and B) in the BSS are invalidated and Ttv is stopped. If Ttv expires (i.e. no valid Priority Uplink Request has been received within Ttv seconds) the unused token (A) is invalidated.
The value of timer Ttv is operator specific. The value chosen should allow for the reception of requests from service subscribers who have left the group call channel before receipt of the UPLINK_BUSY with new token (B). Its default value is 1s.
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