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9
Identities

9.1
Elementary identities for group calls

a)
Group ID

The group ID is a sequence of decimal digits with a maximum length depending on the composition of the group call reference defined under c). The length of Group ID shall be in a range of 1 to 6 digits.

The mobile station derives the group ID from the group call reference by identifying the longest group ID amongst those stored in the SIM/USIM and matching the least significant digits of the group call reference. If no group ID is stored in the SIM that matches the least significant digits of the group call reference, the mobile station is not able to derive the group ID from the group call reference.

NOTE 1:
The network should use Group IDs matching an initial part of other group IDs with greatest care, if at all.

EXAMPLE:
A mobile station storing the group IDs 678, 2 678 and 42 678 (and only those) in the SIM will derive group ID 2 678 from group call reference 13 452 678.

For definition of Group ID on the radio interface, A interface and Abis interface, see 3GPP TS 44.068 [11].

For definition of Group ID coding on MAP protocol interfaces, see 3GPP TS 29.002 [13].

b)
Group call area ID

The group call area ID is a sequence of decimal digits uniquely assigned to a group call area in one network and with a maximum length depending on the composition of the group call reference defined under c).

c)
Group call reference

Each voice group call in one network is uniquely identified by its Group call reference. The group call reference is a concatenated sequence of the group ID (as the least significant part) and the group call area ID (as the most significant part). The group call reference shall have a maximum length of 8 decimal digits. The composition of the group call area ID and the group ID can be specific for each network operator.

	Group call area ID
	Group ID


For definition of Group Call Reference (with leading zeros inserted as necessary) on the radio interface, A interface and Abis interface, see 3GPP TS 24.008 [7], 3GPP TS 44.018[5] and 3GPP TS 44.068 [11].

For definition of Group Call Reference coding (also known as ASCI Call Reference, Voice Group Call Reference or Voice Broadcast Call Reference) on MAP protocol interfaces, see 3GPP TS 29.002 [13].

11.3.8
Overview of signalling

In this overview, the messages required to implement the specified concept are identified, and brief details are given of each message.

A diagrammatic representation of the voice group call message structure proposed and actions required is given in figures 2 to 7d.

Summary of figures in this subclause:

Figure 2:
voice group call establishment by a service subscriber roaming in the anchor MSC area; 

Figure 3:
voice group call establishment by a service subscriber roaming in the relay MSC area; 

Figure 4:
uplink access request in the anchor MSC area without talker priority (uplink free); 

Figure 4a:
uplink access request in the anchor MSC area with talker priority "privileged subscriber" (uplink free, subsequent talker on dedicated channel); 

Figure 4b:
uplink access request in the anchor MSC area with talker priority "emergency subscriber" (uplink busy, access via group call channel uplink, subsequent talker on dedicated channel);

Figure 4c:
uplink access in the anchor MSC area with "emergency mode reset request" (uplink busy, access via group call channel uplink);

Figure 4d:
uplink access request in the anchor MSC area with talker priority "privileged subscriber" (uplink busy, access via RACH, subsequent talker on group call channel uplink);

Figure 4e:
uplink access in the anchor MSC area with "emergency mode reset request" (uplink busy, access via RACH);

Figure 5:
uplink access request in the relay MSC area without talker priority (uplink free);

Figure 5a:
uplink access request in the relay MSC area with talker priority "privileged subscriber" (uplink busy, access via RACH, subsequent talker on group call channel uplink);

Figure 5b:
dispatcher indicates wish to speak, talker attached to the anchor MSC;

Figure 5c:
dispatcher indicates wish to speak, talker attached to the relay MSC;

Figure 6:
uplink release requested by the network;

Figure 6a:
uplink release requested by the network; pre-emption of the current talker by a privileged talker;

Figure 6b:
uplink release, talker on a dedicated link (normal case);

Figure 6c:
uplink release, talker on a dedicated link (loss of radio contact or equipment failure (TRX, PCM, …));

Figure 6d:
uplink release, talker on group call channel (normal case);

Figure 6e:
uplink release, talker on group call channel (loss of radio contact);

Figure 6f:
uplink release, talker on group call channel (equipment failure (TRX, PCM, …));

Figure 6g:
release after equipment failure (TRX, PCM, …) concerning a cell not serving the talker;

Figure 7:
termination of the group call by the calling service subscriber;

Figure 7a:
voice group call establishment by a service subscriber using immediate setup; 

Figure 7b:
signalling for DTMF digit entry by an entitled mobile dispatcher controlled by the anchor MSC;

Figure 7b:
signalling for DTMF digit entry by an entitled mobile dispatcher controlled by a visited MSC;

Figure 7c:
signalling for DTMF digit entry by an entitled fixed line dispatcher.
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Figure 4c: Signalling information required for the voice group call uplink access
in the anchor MSC with "emergency mode reset request"

UPLINK_ACCESS: This is sent on the uplink of the voice group call channel using random access procedures. The UPLINK_ACCESS message is similar to a channel request but sent on the group call channel uplink. The establishment cause for emergency mode reset request as defined in 3GPP TS 44.018 shall be used for this purpose.

EMERGENCY_RESET_IND: The reception of an emergency mode reset request is indicated to the MSC. Only one request per BSC shall be forwarded.

NOTE 21: The BSS delays the sending of the EMERGENCY_RESET_IND message to the MSC, until SABM(L3msg) with the MS identity is received from the MS. Then the BSS includes the layer 3 message and the cell identity of the cell where the UPLINK_ACCESS message was received in the EMERGENCY_RESET_IND message.

VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT: The reply to the uplink request sent on the voice group channel downlink containing information for synchronisation of the mobile station to the network and uplink access contention resolution. The VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT message shall therefore include a request reference (reflecting the UPLINK_ACCESS) and the physical information required for transmission on the voice group call channel uplink. 

SABM(L3msg): The layer 2 link is set up and layer 3 information on classmark and mobile station identity included.

UA(L3msg): The layer 2 link is acknowledged and the layer 3 information reflected for contention resolution.

UPLINK_RELEASE: When the BSS has forwarded the emergency mode reset request it releases the layer 2 link. A message indicating release of the uplink is required to be sent from the BSS to the MS on the FACCH.

EMERGENCY_RESET_COMMAND: The anchor MSC commands all BSCs involved in the voice group call to reset the emergency mode. If the BSC receives an EMERGENCY_RESET_COMMAND message, it changes the content of the NCH to indicate "no emergency mode" and the talker priority of the current talking service subscriber to "normal subscriber", if the previous uplink status was uplink busy with talker priority "emergency subscriber".

FORWARD_GROUP CALL_SIGNALLING (emergency mode reset command): This message is sent to all relay MSCs, to inform all BSCs controlled by relay MSCs that the emergency mode indication shall not be sent any longer and that the talker priority of the current talking service subscriber is changed to "normal subscriber", if the previous uplink status was uplink busy with talker priority "emergency subscriber".

UPLINK_BUSY: This connectionless RR message is sent on the downlink FACCH to inform all mobile stations that the voice group call is no longer in emergency mode and that the talker priority was changed to "normal subscriber", if the previous uplink status was uplink busy with talker priority "emergency subscriber". The message is repeated on the FACCH every T1 seconds.
Conversation proceeds: The conversation of the current talker is not interrupted.
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Figure 4d: Signalling information required for the voice group call uplink request via RACH with talker priority "privileged subscriber" in the anchor MSC and pre-emption of the current talker (normal case, without contention resolution)

RACH(CHAN_REQ): Standard message to request an SDCCH.

11.5
Functional requirement of Relay MSC

The VGCS handling process in the relay MSC is shown in figure 10.

Successful call set-up initiated by a service subscriber

When the VGCS handling process in the relay MSC receives a VGCS call set-up request from a service subscriber currently located in a relay MSC's area, it interrogates its associated GCR to retrieve the anchor MSC address and waits for a response.

If the GCR returns a positive response containing the anchor MSC address, the relay MSC sets up a dedicated connection for the initiating service subscriber to the anchor MSC by constructing an IAM with CLI set to the NDC plus prefix for VGCS plus group call reference, sending it to the anchor MSC, and waits for call release.

Negative response received from the GCR

If the GCR returns a negative response to the relay MSC indicating that the call is already on-going, the relay MSC sends a Release message indicating "user busy" to the service subscriber in order to force the mobile station of the service subscriber to look for notifications of the respective group ID on the NCH and join the group call.

If the negative response from the GCR indicates any other reason than "on-going call" the VGCS call set-up request is rejected by sending a release message back to the initiator and the process returns to the idle state.

Successful call set-up initiated by the anchor MSC

When the VGCS handling process in the relay MSC receives a PREPARE_GROUP_CALL message from the anchor MSC, it interrogates its associated GCR to retrieve the list of cells inside the relay MSC area into which the call is to be sent.

If the GCR returns a positive response, the relay MSC requests a Group Call number from its VLR.

If the VLR returns a Group Call number, a PREPARE_GROUP CALL acknowledgement containing the Group Call number is returned to the anchor MSC and the relay MSC waits for the incoming call.

If the incoming call identified by the Group Call number is received, the relay MSC

releases the Group Call number;


sets up the downlinks to the cells inside the relay MSC area into which the call is to be sent. If the network supports talker priorities and the group call was initiated by a service subscriber currently located in the relay MSC's area, then the relay MSC additionally sends the talker priority of the service subscriber who has initiated the call and, if applicable, the "emergency mode indication" with Uplink Seized Command messages to the affected BSCs; 


sends a SEND_GROUP CALL END_SIGNAL message to the anchor MSC. If the group call was initiated by a service subscriber currently located in the relay MSC's area, then the relay MSC includes the IMSI of the service subscriber; additionally, if the network supports talker priorities, the relay MSC includes the talker priority of the service subscriber; and 

waits for uplink management messages.

Negative response received from the GCR

If the GCR returns a negative response to the relay MSC, the relay MSC returns a PREPARE_GROUP_CALL negative response to the anchor MSC and returns to the idle state.

No Group Call number received from VLR

If the VLR could not allocate a Group Call number, the relay MSC returns a PREPARE_GROUP CALL_CALL negative response to the anchor MSC, informs the GCR that the call is no longer on-going and returns to the idle state.

Uplink management

If a relay MSC not supporting talker priorities receives an Uplink Release Indication message from a BSC, the relay MSC marks the uplink as free, sends a Process Group Call Signalling message indicating "uplink release indication" to the anchor MSC, sends Uplink Release Command messages to all other BSCs, and waits for further uplink management messages.

NOTE:
If there is a dedicated connection for the talking service subscriber between the relay MSC and the anchor MSC, the anchor MSC will release this connection.

If a relay MSC supporting talker priorities receives an Uplink Release Indication message from a BSC, the relay MSC compares the talker priority included in the Uplink Release Indication with the stored talker priority. If they are equal, the relay MSC proceeds as specified above for the relay MSC not supporting talker priorities, except that it includes the talker priority in the Process Group Call Signalling message to the anchor MSC; otherwise the relay MSC discards the Uplink Release Indication.

If the relay MSC receives an Uplink Request message without talker priority or with talker priority "normal subscriber" from a BSC, the relay MSC checks whether the uplink is marked as free. If so, a Process Group Call Signalling message indicating "uplink request" is sent to the anchor MSC, Uplink Seized Command messages are sent to all other BSCs, the uplink is marked busy and the process waits for further uplink management messages. If the uplink was not free when receiving the Uplink Request, the request is rejected.

If a relay MSC supporting talker priorities receives an Uplink Request message with a talker priority higher than "normal subscriber" from a BSC and the uplink is free or it was seized by the current talker with a lower talker priority, the relay MSC checks whether the subscriber has the subscription for the requested talker priority for that group ID. If so, the relay MSC:

-
stores the received data;

-
sends a Process Group Call Signalling message indicating "uplink request" and the requested talker priority to the anchor MSC; 

-
sends Uplink Seized Command messages with the requested talker priority to all other BSCs involved in the call and connected to this relay MSC; 

-
releases the current talker by sending a Clear Command message, if the talker is on a dedicated channel and is located in this relay MSC;

-
marks the uplink as busy; and

-
waits for further uplink management messages.

Additionally, 

-
if the requested talker priority is "emergency subscriber", the relay MSC sets the emergency mode and includes the "emergency mode indication" in the Uplink Seized Command messages;

-
if the relay MSC supports the transmission of additional subscriber-related information, it interrogates the VLR to get the "additional information" assigned to the new talker. If "additional information" is available, the relay MSC includes the "additional information" in the Process Group Call Signalling message indicating "uplink request" to the anchor MSC.

If a relay MSC supporting talker priorities receives an Uplink Request message with a talker priority higher than "normal subscriber" from a BSC, and the uplink was seized by the current talker with the same or a higher talker priority, then the relay MSC sends an Uplink Reject Command message with the current talker priority to the BSC.

If the relay MSC receives an Uplink Request Confirm message from a BSC, it stores the data and waits for further uplink management messages. Additionally, if the relay MSC supports the transmission of additional subscriber-related information, it interrogates the VLR to get the "additional information" assigned to the subscriber. If "additional information" is available, the relay MSC sends VGCS Additional Info messages to all BSCs involved in the call and connected to this relay MSC, and a Forward Group Call Signalling message with the additional info to the anchor MSC.
If a relay MSC supporting talker priorities receives an Emergency Reset Indication from a BSC and the subscription check is successful, the relay MSC sends a Progress Group Call Signalling message with "emergency mode reset command" to the anchor MSC and Emergency Reset Command messages to all BSCs involved in the call and connected to this relay MSC, and waits for further uplink management messages. If the talker priority at receipt of the Emergency Reset Indication is "emergency subscriber", then it is changed in the relay MSC to "normal subscriber".

If the relay MSC receives a Forward Group Call Signalling message from a anchor MSC indicating "uplink release indication", it marks the uplink as free, sends Uplink Release command messages to all BSCs and waits for further uplink management messages.

If the relay MSC receives a Forward Group Call Signalling message from a anchor MSC indicating "uplink seized command" with or without talker priority, then the relay MSC


marks the uplink as busy,


sends Uplink Seized Command messages with the requested talker priority to all BSCs involved in the call and connected to this relay MSC;

-
releases the current talker by sending a Clear Command message, if the talker is on a dedicated channel and is located in this relay MSC; and

-
waits for further uplink management messages.

Additionally, 

-
if the Forward Group Call Signalling message from the anchor MSC contained the talker priority "emergency subscriber", the relay MSC sets the emergency mode and includes the "emergency mode indication" in the Uplink Seized Command messages;

-
if "additional information" about the new talker was included in the Forward Group Call Signalling message from the anchor MSC, the relay MSC sends VGCS Additional Info messages to all BSCs involved in the call and connected to the relay MSC. Furthermore, the relay MSC sends a VGCS Additional Info message on the dedicated connection to the BSC serving the current talker, before it releases the current talker.

If the relay MSC receives a Forward Group Call Signalling message with the "additional info", the relay MSC sends VGCS Additional Info message to all BSCs involved in the group call and connected to this relay MSC, and waits for further uplink management messages.

If the relay MSC receives a Forward Group Call Signalling message from an anchor MSC indicating "uplink reject command" with or without talker priority, it returns an Uplink Reject message to the BSC which has requested the uplink and waits for further uplink management messages. If the "uplink reject command" included a talker priority, the relay MSC includes the talker priority in the Uplink Reject Command message
If the relay MSC receives a Forward Group Call Signalling message from an anchor MSC indicating "uplink request acknowledgement" with or without talker priority, then the relay MSC

-
returns an Uplink Request Acknowledge  message with the requested talker priority to the BSC which has requested the uplink;

-
sets up a dedicated connection for the new talker to the anchor MSC (implementation option);

-
releases the current talker by sending a Clear Command message, if the talker is on a dedicated channel and is located in this relay MSC; and
-
waits for further uplink management messages.

Additionally, 

-
if the requested talker priority is "emergency subscriber", the relay MSC includes the "emergency mode indication" in the Uplink Request Acknowledge messages;

-
if "additional information" about the new talker is available, the relay MSC sends VGCS Additional Info messages to all BSCs involved in the call and connected to the relay MSC. Furthermore, the relay MSC sends a VGCS Additional Info message on the dedicated connection to the BSC serving the current talker, before it releases the current talker.

If a relay MSC supporting talker priorities receives a Forward Group Call Signalling message with "emergency mode reset command" from the anchor MSC, the relay MSC resets the emergency mode, sends Emergency Reset Command messages to all BSCs involved in the call and connected to this relay MSC, and waits for further uplink management messages. If the talker priority at receipt of the "emergency mode reset command" is "emergency subscriber", then it is changed in the relay MSC to "normal subscriber".
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