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1. Overall Description:
CT1 would like to thank RAN2 for their LS (C1-23xxxx/R2-2311600) on the Emergency cause value for Relay. In their LS, RAN2 describes the scenario for the RRC Connection Establishment by the U2N Relay node and also mentions that, in Rel-18, there are two alternative approaches, for the RRC layer, on how to set the RRC Establishment Cause value:

1) upper layer provides the information of emergency link for relay case, or
2) upper layer provides the emergency cause value for relay case directly. 

RAN2 then asks the following question:

Q1: Which approach is to be adopted by CT1 for the emergency cause value setting for SL_RLC1 case?

After analysing the case, CT1 decided to adopt alternative approach 2) above, which means that NAS will provide the Establishment Cause to the RRC. This approach is also in line with the legacy procedures.

CT1’s Answer to Q1: After analysing the case, CT1 decided to adopt alternative approach 2) above, i.e. “upper layer provides the emergency cause value for relay case directly”.

Although RAN2 asked for a solution for SL_RLC1 case, the upper layers cannot distinguish SL-RLC0 and SL-RLC1 cases. Thus, CT1 wants to inform RAN2 that the adopted approach is to let the upper layer(s) of Layer-2 UE-to-Network relay UE set emergency cause value after receiving PC5 DIRECT LINK ESTABLISHMENT REQUEST from a Layer-2 UE-to-Network remote UE with a RSC dedicated for emergency service. This happens even before the Layer-2 UE-to-Network relay UE has received any traffic from SL-RLC0 or SL-RLC1. It is up to RAN2 to decide when to trigger the relay UE to enter RRC_CONNECTED mode.  

2. Actions:
To RAN2 group.
ACTION: 	CT1 asks RAN2 group to take CT1’s answer into consideration and make any necessary adjustments to their specification.

3. Date of Next CT1 Meetings:
CT1#146	22nd   – 26th January 2024 		Online
CT1#147	26th February   –1st March 2024 		Athens, Greece

