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1. Background
The UE uses the PDU session establishment procedure to handover an existing PDN connection or PDU session from any access/RAT to N1 mode as shown in the figure below.



The issue may happen in multiple scenarios, e.g.,
· In abnormal scenarios where the PDU session Establishment Accept message is lost or not sent.
· The transmission of PDU Session Establishment Accept message may be deferred due to e.g., ongoing MRU procedure
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since the network could not confirm whether the UE has established the new PDU session for handover, the network would directly initiate the release procedure for the existing PDN connection/PDU session over the source access after sending the PDU session establishment accept message over the target access. This would incur the loss of data connection on both target and source accesses. Considering the NAS retransmission timer is 16 seconds by default, the interruption could seriously impact the user experience. 
Furthermore, when the maximum retransmission is reached for the PDU Session Establishment Request message, the UE could not return to the source access anymore.
2. Discussion
The root cause of this issue is the network cannot confirm whether the UE has received the PDU Session Establishment Accept message and established the corresponding PDU session for handover. Therefore, one of the potential solutions is to introduce a new message for confirmation (e.g., PDU Session Establishment Complete) of the PDU session establishment from the UE to the network (as shown in the figure below).


After the network receives the confirmation of new PDU session establishment from the UE, it can initiate the release procedure for the old PDN connection/PDU session. Otherwise, the network would re-transmit the PDU Session Establishment Accept message.
3. Conclusion
It is proposed to discuss the issue and agree a way forward. 
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