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Abstract:	Discussion paper proposes that .xml files currently accompanying CT1 mission critical specs should no longer be released starting with Rel-18.
1. Introduction
For certain mission critical specs, after each TSG CT plenary, the .zip file for that specification is supposed to contain, in addition to the latest approved text of the specification, .xml files associated with certain schemas covered in the specification (e.g., configuration info, profiles, etc.). Practice shows that many times, this approach is prone to errors, omissions and/or inconsistencies.
2. Discussion
In most of the impacted specs (TS 24.281, TS 24.282, TS 24.379, TS 24.481 and TS 24.484), the xml schemas are present in full in either regular clauses or in Annexes. Their duplicative inclusion in .xml files is redundant. Developers can simply perform a copy/paste of the regular or Annex clause on a text file, thus there does not seem to be any benefit of providing those files additional to the text of the spec.
As with every duplication, there is a chance that the two copies may end up somewhat different. That can happen when the content of a schema is updated in the body of the specification, but the contributor omits to submit an updated .xml file and the rapporteur does not notice the situation. Unfortunately, those situations do occur. In those cases, CT1 and the TSG CT plenaries may end up approving the specs without the files or may end up approving different versions of the same schema. As implementors have to choose which data to use, there is a chance for inconsistency in implementations, potentially leading to functional failure.
When the provided .xml files are used, the changes in those files are not revision marked, unlike the changes to schemas in regular or Annex clauses of the specification. Effectively, this could deprive (or make it hard for) the standards group from seeing what changes were made, before agreeing to the change. 
Specification TS 24.483 also includes an .xml file, but in this case the schema is not duplicated in the body of the specification: it is only present in the .xml file. While the duplication problems mentioned above are avoided, the lack of version control for .xml file problem is worse than for the other mentioned specs, where at least, the version of the schema present in the regular or Annex clauses is revision marked. Basically, the content of TS 24.483 .xml file is present in only one place and not subject to revision control.
Releasing specs with the xml schemas within their bodies (thus, subject to revision marks, to facilitate comments and ultimately, agreement) but without providing the associated .xml files containing the same schemas will increase the reliability of the release and reduce the effort for the contributor and the rapporteur. As mentioned above, if an .xml file is desired, the implementor can easily perform a copy/paste operation from the body of the spec to a target file. 
3.	Proposal
Proposal: Starting with Rel-18: TS 24.281, TS 24.282, TS 24.379, TS 24.481, TS 24.483 and TS 24.484, to have the xml schemas defined within their bodies and be released without accompanying .xml files.
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