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Overall description
CT1 thanks RAN2 for their LS on Small data transmission. 

CT1 would like to provide the following feedback:

In general, CT1 agrees that Small data transmission (SDT) should be transparent to NAS as outlined in C1-212849(R2-2104644) item 1) to 3). However, CT1 would like to further investigate the following observations:

1) NAS is not aware of an ongoing SDT transfer while the UE is in RRC_INACTIVE state which may result in repeated NAS triggers to the lower layers to transition to RRC_CONNECTED state.

2) CT1 needs to decide the feasibility for NAS to provide uplink data ahead of the initiation of the RESUME procedure for SDT and the feasibility for NAS to support uplink/downlink data transfer during an ongoing SDT procedure while UE remains in RRC_INACTIVE state.

Furthermore, R2-2104644 states the following question to CT1:

---------------------

RAN2 also have an additional question:
RAN2 agreed that only radio bearers configured for SDT are resumed and additional UL and DL data can be exchanged between UE and network as part of a given SDT session while the UE is still in RRC_INACTIVE (i.e. without transition to RRC_CONNECTED). In this case, if new UL data or NAS message becomes available for non-SDT radio bearers (which are suspended), would it be possible that NAS triggers another request to transition into RRC_CONNECTED and provides access category, access identities and resume cause.

--------------------

CT1 would like to inform RAN2 that NAS is agnostic of the radio bearers (RBs) and cannot differentiate whether UL data belongs to non-SDT or SDT radio bearers. Moreover, in case of 5GMM-CONNECTED mode with RRC inactive indication (RRC_INACTIVE), NAS is only aware of PDU sessions with suspended user-plane resources (but it does not do any differentiation to suspension of the RBs). Currently NAS does not support triggering another subsequent requests to the lower layers to resume.
2
Actions
To RAN2

ACTION: 
3GPP TSG CT WG1 asks RAN2 to take the above feedback into account.

3
Dates of next TSG CT WG1 meetings
TSG CT WG1 Meeting 131-e (electronic)
19-27 Aug 2021
