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	Reason for change:
	In the relevent protocol specifications, e.g., TS 24.501 and TS 24.301, there are multiple messages (e.g., 5GMM messages, 5GSM message, EMM message and ESM message) contain successive half-octet IEs (e.g., type 1 IEs). Currently the coding of successive half-octet IEs is not explicitly defined.
It is proposed to specify the coding of successive half-octet IEs in TS 24.007 following the principle specified in TS 24.008 sub-clause 10.5:
The order of the information elements within the imperative part of essages has been chosen so that information elements with 1/2 octet of content (type 1) go together in succession. The first type 1 information element occupies bits 1 to 4 of octet N, the second bits 5 to 8 of octet N, the third bits 1 to 4 of octet N + 1 etc. If the number of type 1 information elements is odd then bits 5 to 8 of the last octet occupied by these information elements contains a spare half octet IE in format V.


	
	

	Summary of change:
	The coding of successive half-octet IEs is specified.


	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	The coding of successive half-octet IEs is not explicitly defined by the specification which may cause implementation confusion.
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11.2.3.3	Standard information elements of the imperative part
The message type octet of a standard L3 message may be followed by mandatory standard IEs having the format V, LV or LV-E as specified in the message description in the relevant protocol specification.
As a design rule, octet boundaries must be respected. This implies that half-octet standard IEs (i.e., V formatted type 1 standard IEs) must appear by pair. The first half-octet IE occupies bits 1 to 4 of octet N, the second half-octet IE bits 5 to 8 of octet N, the third half-octet IE bits 1 to 4 of octet N + 1 etc. If the number of half-octet IEs is odd then bits 5 to 8 of the last octet occupied by these half-octet IEs contains a spare half-octet IE in format V.
If message is received as a standard L3 message, and that is too short to contain the complete imperative part as specified in the relevant protocol specification, an imperative message part error is diagnosed. (The same error may be diagnosed at detection of certain contents of the imperative part of a message; this is defined in the relevant protocol specification.) The treatment of an imperative message part error is defined in the relevant protocol specification.

