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1
Overall description
CT1 would like to thank SA6 for the LS on informing that SA6 has decided that EDGE-1 and EDGE-4 shall be exposed as APIs. As for the action to CT1, CT1 has discussed these two reference points under CT1 responsibility and reached the following conclusions:
1.
It is not appropriate that the EDGE-4 reference point is only exposed as API(s).
CT1would like to indicate that the NAS is already used for configuration provisioning for many different features (e.g., V2X, TSN) and can be used for EDGE-4. Furthermore, CT1 has identified a number of potential issues with the use of API(s); the ECS may actually not reach the EEC always when private IP address is used, and if the EEC (UE) acts as an HTTP server, it should be always listening, which will increase the power consumption of the UE. Hence, CT1 believes that the use of the NAS is more appropriate for EDGE-4.
2.
The use of only API(s) is possible for the EDGE-1 reference point. But CT1 would like to note that both the use of API(s) or the NAS could provide the necessary functionality. CT1 would like to keep both options open till the stage 2 work becomes stable.
3.
Unification of APIs can result in risks.

Based on the example provided by SA6 (EAS discovery to be consumed by, at least, two very different consumers; the EEC and the EAS), the unification of APIs leads to risks and potential problems as, for example, the responsibility and work split of the stage 3 design between CT1 and CT3 become unclear. This could delay the availability of the 3GPP work on Edge applications to market. Those potential problems are a consequence of the decision of exposing all reference points as API(s). CT1 wants to wait for stabilization of stage 2 work on Edge applications and also analysis from all impacted groups before considering unifying any potential API for the reference points under its responsibility.
2
Actions
To 3GPP TSG SA WG6 

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly asks SA6 to take the above information into account for their ongoing work on architecture for enabling Edge applications.
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Dates of next TSG CT WG1 meetings
TSG CT WG1 Meeting 127-bis-e (electronic)
25-29 January 2021
TSG CT WG1 Meeting 128-e (electronic)
25 February - 05 March 2021
