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1. Overall Description:

When investigating IMS core specification TS 24.229 for appropriate test coverage for IMS over 5GS, relevant ambiguous text was detected. Specifically, TS 24.229 cl 5.1.1.5.12 contains the following text:

A UE shall only respond to two consecutive invalid challenges and shall not automatically attempt authentication after receiving two consecutive invalid challenges. The UE may attempt to register with the network again after an implementation specific time.

First the text asks to respond to two consecutive challenges (which is understood to send another REGISTER request after the second invalid challenge) and then it says not to attempt authentication after two consecutive invalid challenges (which is understood not to send another REGISTER request after the second invalid challenge). 

Does the core specification expect the UE to send another REGISTER request after the second invalid 401 Unauthorized response or not?

2. Actions:

To TSG CT WG1 group.

ACTION: 
TSG RAN WG5 respectfully asks TSG CT WG1 to clarify the above ambiguity.
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