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1
Overall description
Following TS 33.501 regarding the ABBA parameter, CT1 has specified that the following for the authentication procedure:
This message shall also include the ABBA parameter. In this release of specification, the network shall set the length of ABBA IE to 2 and the ABBA contents to be 2 octets in length with value 0000H as described in subclause 9.11.3.10.
i.e. in Release 15, the network shall set the ABBA parameter value to zero and its length to 2 octets.

CT1 discussed the possibility of a UE receiving an ABBA parameter with a value that is not zero and/or with a length that is more than 2 octets. The handling of the ABBA parameter at the UE for this case is not known. 

A concern was raised that if the UE uses the ABBA parameter as received then this risks a potential man-in-the-middle attack that leads to the ABBA value being changed.
CT1 kindly requests SA3 to provide feedback on the expected handling at the UE, in Release 15, when it receives an ABBA parameter with a value that is not zero and/or with a length that is more than 2 octets.
2
Actions
To SA3  

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly requests SA3 to provide feedback on the expected handling at the UE, in Release 15, when it receives an ABBA parameter with a value that is not zero and/or with a length that is more than 2 octets.
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