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In the CT1#113 meeting, CR0315 against TS 24.501 was approved, introducing NSSAI inclusion modes. This modes enables the network / the operator to decide whether the UE includes certain information regarding network slicing to the lower layer in order to provide additional information to the RAN node (eNB / gNB). Each inclusion modes defines which initial NAS messages can provide certain NSSAI to the lower layer. This is depicted in the table 4.6.2.3.1 in TS 24.501.
Other than the introduction of this modes, one big change is that the UE NAS layer may provide allowed NSSAI or its subset to the lower layer when the UE requests to send initial NAS message which triggers the RRC Connection Establishments.
Meanwhile in the same week, CR0642 against TS 24.501 was also agreed in CT1#113 meeting. This CR optimized UE’s behaviour on providing requested NSSAI. In this CR it was clarified that the UE is no longer required to provide requested NSSAI when it sends periodic registration message if there’s no need to update the current stored values. Of course if the UE needs to update, or if the network wants to update the value provided to UE, both can always request the new requested NSSAI or provide new allowed NSSAI. The main point is that if there’s no need to change, the UE no longer provides requested NSSAI in case of periodic registration. This is mainly because “periodic” registration usually occurs within certain area with same configuration/setting, which has low probability of different setting on network slice. From the cover sheet of C1-188968 (CR0642), this new requirement has the following value: 

Reason for change: 

(..)However, there is no need for the UE to send the Requested NSSAI when nothing has changed from the UE’s requirement for slicing.
Consequence if not approved:

Unnecessary radio resource wasted especially as there can be up to 8 S-NSSAIs in the Requested NSSAI IE

Observation 1. CT1 has clarified that the UE will not provide the requested NSSAI during periodic registration update unless there is a need to change the slices that are required by the UE. This clarification can save radio resources and UE’s efficiency.

When we re-analyse the NSSAI inclusion mode, in case of mode 1 and 2, the UE provides allowed NSSAI to the lower layer when the UE sends REGISTRATION REQUEST message for periodic updating. Of course the provision of allowed NSSAI may have some benefits for a network with low security threat and where the operator wants to fully use of the network slices. However, this agreement of introducing NSSAI inclusion for periodic registration was done before the CT1 agreement we observed in the observation 1. CT1 made a decision of optimization on slightly different aspect, with a different purpose, radio resource saving.
Of course stage 2 decision should be respected, but since the protocol experts made another decision which may affect the decision, it would be better to discuss whether there can be potential collision of two principles.

Observation 2. SA2’s agreement of inclusion of allowed NSSAI during periodic registration update may have conflict with the principle of CT1’s agreement in observation 1.

If the group also sees that this has to be re-visited, an LS informing the CT1’s agreement in the observation 1 and asking for stage 2’s guidance would be beneficial. 
Proposal. If the group agreed with the observaion2, an LS to SA2 for information and question would be needed.
