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1
Overall description
CT1 has discussed the Service Gap Control feature for non-supporting UEs (e.g pre-15 release UEs) and the Resume connection handling captured in TS 23.401, sub clause 5.3.5A, step 3:

· If there is a Service Gap timer running in the MME for the UE and the MME is not waiting for a MT paging response from the UE and the RRC Connection Establishment Cause for the Connection Resume Request is not 'mo-Signalling', the MME sends a Service Reject NAS message to the UE with a Mobility Management back-off timer corresponding to the remaining time of the current Service Gap timer and rejects the Context Resume Request with an appropriate cause indicating continued suspension.

CT1 understanding of the above behaviour is an optimized solution instead of the use of two UE initiated procedures, i.e. 1) “resume request” with “resume reject” followed by 2) e.g. “service request” with “service reject” to provide the mobility management back off timer to the UE. This is the legacy functionality.
In subclause 7.4 “Unknown or unforeseen message type” in TS 24.301 (NAS protocol) it is stated that “If the UE receives a message not compatible with the protocol state, the UE shall return a status message (EMM STATUS or ESM STATUS depending on the PD) with cause #98 "message type not compatible with protocol state".”

Given this an unsolicited Service Reject message mentioned above will most probably be discarded by a receiving UE.

No other solution has been identified with use of legacy NAS protocol to support an optimized solution for the connection resume attempt when UE is not allowed for service due to the service gap control feature.
2
Actions
To 3GPP TSG SA WG2:

ACTION: 
3GPP TSG CT WG1 kindly asks SA2 to note the information provided above and update their specifications.
3
Dates of next TSG CT WG1 meetings
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