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1	Overall description
CT1 thanks SA2 for their liaison statements on “LS on the number of bearers” (S2-176693/ C1-173846).

CT1 would like to provide the following information:

Question 1:
SA2 kindly requests CT1 to provide feedback on whether it would be feasible, in the Rel-15 time frame, to extend the maximum number of EPS bearer IDs and NSAPIs in the NAS protocols to 15 or 16. 
Answer: 
CT1 would like to confirm that it would be feasible to extend EPS bearer IDs support to maximum of 15. Following impacts are identified so far:
1. Following IE needs changes:
a. EPS bearer context status IE reserved bits EBI (1) to EBI (4) shall be used. 
b. EPS Bearer ID reserved bits EBI (1) to EBI (4) should be used.

2. Interworking with A/Gb or Iu mode:
CT1 would like to indicate that in Rel-15 time only EPS bearer IDs can be extended and not the legacy 2G, 3G NSAPI’s. Thus it is expected that if SA2 agrees to increase number of bearers than this new EBI are used by operators (i.e. network) only for EPS services e.g. MCPTT. If UE does an intersystem change to A/Gb or Iu mode the UE is expected to trigger RAU with NSAPI’s set to 0 for corresponding NSAPI’s in PDP Context status IE. So that newly introduced EPS bearer ID(s) are deactivated. Thus support is limited to EPS only. 

3. Indication of UE capability.
CT1 is yet to conclude whether this will be mandatory feature for all Rel-15 UE’s or optional. If its optional then there will be need to indicate UE capability of supporting new EPS bearer IDs to MME. 





2	Actions
To SA2
ACTION: 	3GPP TSG CT WG1 kindly asks SA2 to consider the information provided in this LS.
3	Dates of next TSG CT WG1 meetings
TSG CT WG1 Meeting 107         27 November - 1 December 2017	Reno, USA
TSG CT WG1 Meeting 108         22 - 26 January 2018			Gothenburg, Sweden

