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Abstract

This paper clarifies the conventional naming for NAS timers, from 2G to 4G, and then proposes to maintain the same basic ideas when defining the new timers for both 5GMM and 5GSM.

General

When GSM was being specified, the signalling protocols above the Layer 2 (LAPDm) were collectively called the “Layer 3” protocols. At that time, and based on the protocol model, a conscious decision was made to name all the Radio Resource Management (RR) timers “T31xx”, the Mobility Management (MM) timers “T32xx”. With the introduction of GPRS as well as separation of NAS specification from the RR(C) specs, both GMM and SM timers happened to also be called as “T33xx”. Later, when CT1 started specifying the EPS mobility Management (EMM) as well as EPS Session Management (ESM), the same approach, as in the GPRS case was taken and both EMM and ESM timers were chosen to be “T34xx”. 
Looking at the history, it would perhaps be completely logical to pick “T35xx” for the new 5G NAS (5GMM & 5GSM) protocols. This will be in-line with the choices for GPRS and EPS timers.

Conclusion

It is proposed that the new 5G NAS timers for both 5GMM and 5GSM shall be called “T35xx”. 

If there is agreement in CT1 to adopt the proposed naming, the source company will provide a pCR for the Timer Tables in TR 24.890 in CT1#106.
