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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank CT1 for their LS on congestion control for transport of user data via the control plane in CONNECTED mode.

(1) SA2 does not see a conflict between the text in sub-clause 4.3.7.4.2.7 of TS 23.401 and the SA2 LS response in S2-171619. It is to be noted that the wording “the Control Plane data back-off timer is currently not considered in connected mode” only implies that a running Control Plane data back-off timer does not prevent the UE from sending ESM Data Transport messages in the Connected mode. This does not necessarily mean that the Control Plane data back-off timer itself cannot be affected by some event (e.g. receipt of an ESM Data Transport message) occurring in the Connected mode.

SA2 understands that CT1 has specified Control Plane data back-off timer as an EMM timer and therefore it may lead to layer violation issues if SA2 specify that the timer is stopped upon receipt of an ESM Data Transport message. SA2 discussed this issue and have agreed on a solution that is specified in the attached CR 3270R2 to TS 23.401. 

(2) SA2 confirms that the CT1 understanding is aligned with SA2 requirement that Control plane data back-off timer is not considered in the connected mode. UE may send data via Control Plane EPS optimization in the Connected mode while Control Plane data back-off timer is running. However, as indicated before in LS S2-171619, SA2 considers such scenario to be rare.

2. Actions:

To TSG-CT WG1 group.

ACTION: 

Please take the above information into consideration.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG2 Meetings:
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Sophia Antipolis, FR

TSG-SA WG2 Meeting #123
23rd – 27th Oct 2017
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