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Overview
Within 3GPP, the technical specification development work is accomplished by Technical Specification Groups (TSGs) according to the principles and rules contained in the Project reference documentation (Partnership Project Description, Partnership Project Agreement, Partnership Project Working Procedures).

The 3GPP Technical Specification Groups (TSGs) are responsible for:
· Elaboration and monitoring of the detailed 3GPP release content and time plan;
· Development, approval and maintenance of Technical Specifications and Technical Reports;
· Technical co-ordination of related Working Groups (WGs) in which Technical Specifications and Technical Reports are produced.

The TSGs periodically report to the Project Coordination Group (PCG) and may liaise with other standardization bodies, industry fora and Market Representation Partners (MRPs) as appropriate.

3GPP TSG Core Networks and Terminals (CT) is responsible for the technical co-ordination of the specification work on:

· Terminal interfaces (logical and physical) and smart card application aspects;
· User equipment to core network protocols;
· Interworking with external networks;
· Core network protocols of 3GPP systems.

CT is currently specifying protocols and APIs related to:
· The 5G system, including the IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS);
· The support of Vertical industry services (Mission Critical services, Industrial IoT, Automotive, etc.);
· Interworking with Edge computing networks.

Scope of Responsibilities
The 3GPP TSG CT is responsible for the technical co-ordination of the specification work done in the following Working Groups:

· CT WG1 - User Equipment - Core Network protocols
· CT WG3 - Interworking with External Networks
· CT WG4 - Core Network Protocols
· CT WG6 - Smart Card Application Aspects

More specifically, CT is responsible for the production, enhancement and maintenance of specifications for:

· UE to Core Network interfaces and interfaces within the Core Network for:
· a 5G Core Network (5GCN)
· an Evolved Packet Core (EPC)
· a 2nd and 3rd generation Core Network (2G CN / 3G CN) for Circuit Switched (CS) and Packet Switched (PS/GPRS)
· an IP Multimedia (IM) Core Network (CN) Subsystem (IMS)
· a Mission Critical System (MCS)
· a Cell Broadcast System (CBS) and a Public Warning System (PWS)

· Detailed functionality and related protocols for:
· [bookmark: _Hlk30168545]Interworking between a 3GPP Core Network and external Networks, interworking between PLMNs as well as interworking between PLMN domains. 
· Interworking between IP Multimedia Core Network subsystem and IP Multimedia Core Network subsystems / Circuit Switch networks / external IP networks.
· Policy and charging control, end-to-end QoS mechanisms.
· Exposure and provisioning of external application related data to the 3GPP network.
· Exposure of network analytic information, session management and network and policy related events within the Core Network and towards external applications making use of Northbound APIs. Data model specification for Policy, Application and Structured data for Exposure.
· Middleware layer and common services between the applications and the underlying 3GPP system for supporting the application layer and allowing the access to service and network capabilities and the provisioning of data.

· Protocols within the Core Network in the area of:
· Numbering, Addressing and Identification
· Access and mobility management
· Session management
· Subscription data management
· Subscriber authentication
· SMS services
· Location services
· Data management and Repository
· Network slice selection services
· NF registration and discovery services
· DNS procedures within 3GPP
· Separation between Control Plane and the User Plane function
· Restoration
· Interconnection between PLMNs

· Specifications and associated test specifications for the 3GPP secure access applications, which are based on secure platforms (e.g. UICC) developed by ETSI TC SCP and the interface between these applications with the Mobile Terminal, including: 
· Subscriber Identity Module (SIM), which is used by 2G systems;
· Universal Subscriber Identity Module (USIM) application, which is used by 3GPP systems;
· IP Multimedia Services Identity Module (ISIM) application with the exception of the security algorithms (developed by SA WG3);
· Hosting Party Subscription Identity Module (HPSIM) application.

Annex (informative):
The 3GPP TSG CT Chair is responsible for the:
· IETF liaison management
· Technical coordination with IETF
· 3GPP Requests for IANA assignments
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Terms of Reference

The latest terms of reference were approved at PCG_48 in document PCG48_xx.

