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Introduction
The 3GPP Northbound Interfaces and APIs are specified in 3GPP in order to enable external entities and third party Application Servers/Functions to access a set of exposed 3GPP network services and capabilities in a secure and controlled manner. The 3GPP application layer APIs are defined by 3GPP so as to allow the support of various applications/services (e.g. V2X, UAS, EDGE, etc.) over 3GPP networks and ensure the efficient use and deployment of these applications/services over 3GPP systems via an optimized application layer framework.
Description
3GPP northbound interfaces/APIs as well as application layer APIs, which are accessed by various external entities including third party Application Servers/Functions, should be continuously maintained and optimized. Therefore, the main work carried out was to introduce pure stage 3 (i.e. there are no related stage 1 nor stage 2 requirements) technical improvements and enhancements, i.e. improvement of the overall efficiency, reliability and flexibility, enhancement of the signalling efficiency, consolidation of the common protocol aspects, alignment with the 5GC service based principles and guidelines when relevant, corrections/changes missed in the previous 3GPP Releases, etc., especially that such enhancements may not be covered by the other more dedicated and functionality-driven work items.
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