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1
Introduction
Stage 3 work identified a need to ensure consistency in possible extensions of the SIP Reason header field.
2
Description
Stage 3 work identified a need to ensure consistency in possible extensions of the SIP Reason header field. Indeed, Reason header field was extended for ITU-T Q.850 cause codes (RFC 6432), preemption (RFC 4411) and more recently release-cause (CR#5612 to TS.24.229).Instead of case by case extensions that would not consider the whole context of the Reason header usage, it has been decided to create a work item to define a generic and future-proof mechanism for protocol extension of the Reason header.

In Release 14, extensions of the Reason header field was discussed within this WID to maintain a global consistency on the header format and to make decisions concerning the way it has been extended and in which standardization body (3GPP or IETF) with a complete view of the benefit it could yield for all 3GPP requirements.

The Reason header has been extended with:

· a new protocol value FAILURE_CAUSE to be used in SIP error responses; and

· a new header field parameter to provide the Q.850 location parameter in SIP (new IETF Internet-Draft).
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