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1
Introduction

The Diameter Load Control Mechanism as developed by IETF (draft-ietf-dime-load-09 [1]) allows Diameter nodes to send “load” information which may be used by recipient nodes e.g. for dynamic load balancing or overload prevention. Following the conclusion from 3GPP TR 29.810 [2] CT3 and CT4 have specified in their 3GPP Diameter applications the option to make use of the IETF mechanism on various Diameter based 3GPP core network interfaces.

2
Description

The key functionalities are specified by IETF in draft-ietf-dime-load-09 [1]. Load information can be conveyed by piggy-backing IETF-defined information elements on 3GPP Diameter application specific answer commands. The conveyed load information can be used end-to-end and/or hop-by-hop indicating the current load of the answering target node and/or next hop agent. Load information receiving nodes can use the conveyed information e.g. by replacing a preconfigured static weight with the actual received load value. The means how load is calculated by the reporting node is implementation specific.
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