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1
Introduction
This is a companion document to CP‑140043 from the TSG CT Chairman.

The following 3GPP Specs relate to SIM (as opposed to USIM) functionality, and therefore stagnated at Release 4 (or, mistakenly, at Release 5 in some cases). The reason is that, in the early days of 3GPP, it was agreed that SIM-only functionality would not be supported beyond Release 4. 

The following specs - core or test - are concerned:

	Spec
	Title
	Stopped at Release
	Most recent update

	42.017
	Subscriber Identity Module (SIM); Functional characteristics 
	Rel-4
	2001-04

	42.019
	Subscriber Identity Module Application Programming Interface (SIM API); Stage 1 (stopped at Rel-5)
	Rel-5
	2005-06

	43.019
	Subscriber Identity Module Application Programming Interface (SIM API) for Java Card; Stage 2 
	Rel-5
	2005-01

	51.010-4
	Mobile Station (MS) conformance specification; Part 4: Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) application toolkit conformance test specification
	Rel-4
	2013-12

	51.011
	Specification of the Subscriber Identity Module - Mobile Equipment (SIM-ME) interface 
	Rel-5
	2002-01

	51.013
	Test specification for Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) Application Programming Interface (API) for Java Card
	Rel-5
	2013-09

	51.014
	Specification of the SIM Application Toolkit for the Subscriber Identity Module - Mobile Equipment (SIM - ME) interface
	Rel-4
	2004-12

	51.017
	Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) test specification 
	Rel-4
	2005-12



The table shows that most of these SIM-only Specs are extremely stable, with only the two test specs whose most recent revision dates are shown in red still being actively maintained.
Since the Release 4 or 5 Specs above are the most current available, it has till now not been possible to close these early Releases.  (For the definition of "closed" in this context, see TR 21.900, §2.) 
2
Discussion

The number of Release 4 and Release 5 CRs for all 3GPP Specifications has diminished to an extremely low level: the most recent Release 4 CRs (other than to the above SIM test Specs) were at TSG meetings as follows:

	TSG
	Meeting number
	Date
	Remark

	CT
	#54
	
	One CR; previous CR at #47

	RAN
	#54
	
	A few Release-independent CRs were rolled back to Rel-4 at meetings #55, #58 & #62 just for the sake of form.

	SA
	#38
	
	

	GERAN
	#59
	
	Previous CRs were at #46



It may be concluded that the only impediment to closing Releases 4 and 5 is the existence of the above CT6 SIM Specs.
The TSG CT Chairman proposes that

· the stable core Specs remain at Release 4 or 5 as they currently exist; and

· the test Specs, which are liable to change, be raised through the Releases to the currently active Release.

This will allow the closure of Releases 4 and 5 - and possibly even Releases 6 and 7.

The mechanism for promoting the test Specs to later Releases is described in CP-140043, and is that which has been used by WG RAN5 and others for many years, whereby only the latest Release is maintained, with earlier Releases each having void technical content and simply a pointer to the next Release.
All other SIM-only Specs have long since been combined with their USIM equivalents, and all those Specs have been maintained in the usual fashion up to the current Release.

3
Conclusion

It is proposed that CT6 raises the necessary CRs to lift the SIM test Specs to the current Release, including those needed to empty the contents of all but the latest Release and replace the contents with a pointer to the next higher Release.

When this has been accomplished, MCC will propose that Releases 4, 5, 6 and 7 be closed. This decision could be taken, at the earliest by, TSG SA meeting #64.
