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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG SA thanks ITU-T SG2 for their LSs on Message Identifiers for public alerting purposes.

· 3GPP strongly believes that the needs of public alerting and 3GPP’s PWS are best satisfied via a mobile phone application which sets the appropriate Message Identifier (MI) values and the user interacts with the application and not the MI codes.

· In the context of PWS, in order to support roaming subscribers and devices imported from other markets, the harmonisation of MI codes in each system is critical. However, the harmonisation of MI values between 3GPP and 3GPP2 is not needed since the user interacts with the application and not the MI codes.
· The CBS data coding scheme is the mechanism used by 3GPP to indicate which language was used in the alert message. The MI code is not used for this purpose.  (See 3GPP TS 23.038 clause 5).
2.  Further Technical Details:
3GPP TS 23.041 specifies the whole range of Message Identifier (MI) values that can be used. However, the MI value range 0 – 999 is specified as single block of MI values that are all under GSMA maintenance. The use of MI values 519 and 919 in the Netherlands therefore does not require any change in 3GPP specifications but TSG SA expects that GSMA will assign those values in the MI value range that is under their control. GSMA should also be contacted directly for any future further MI assignments in this range.
Public Warning System re-uses the CBS Data Coding Scheme (see 3GPP TS 23.038) that allows broadcasting of alert messages in different languages. All UCS2 languages are already supported. MI indicates the context of the broadcast message which in case of public alerting corresponds to alert code. MI should not be used for identifying languages as that would duplicate multi-lingual broadcasts and it would be very difficult to provide service for roaming subscribers.

TSG SA would like to point out that the aspects identified by ITU-T SG2 such as language, international alert and advisory messages, national closed user group, MMI settable or not, etc., are highly dependent on the requirements for the alerts themselves and these are not defined by 3GPP but instead implemented in 3GPP specifications in accordance with requirements from national or regional bodies responsible for emergency alerting. The 3GPP PWS simply broadcasts the alerts issued by the public authority officials transparently without translation or interpretation. The application that defines the alerts (e.g. ETWS, CMAS, EU-Alert applications) determines what language(s) an alert will be in, whether an alert is international, advisory, etc., and whether the UE MMI should be allowed to set the MI for a particular alert or whether the application itself will provide the user interface for configuring the MIs on the UE.

The UI limitation of setting the MI codes is based on the above principle. Initially CBS was used for only UI settable services that were independent of each other. The user would need to set their device for reception of the MI value(s) they are interested in. In legacy devices before Rel-8 there was no requirement to allow the user to make such setting for MI values above 1000. In the higher MI value range above 1000 it is expected that instead of the user having to know the BCD values of the MIs that are of interest, an application, such as PWS, is launched to configure the reception of all MI values that are related with the service. Thus the UI setting of specific high MI values is not necessary. This does not completely block the reception of those MIs without the appropriate application, though, as the HPLMN operator may pre-configure via UICC certain MI values for CBS reception.

3. Actions:

To ITU-T SG2

ACTION: 
We strongly recommend ITU to follow the existing specifications in order to avoid possible market confusion leading to degraded user experience of this important feature.
To GSMA

ACTION: 
Please take note of the allocations for the MI values 519 and 919 made by the Netherlands and ensure the appropriate GSMA specifications are updated to reflect these assignments.
4. Date of Next TSG SA Meetings:
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