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At its meeting held in November 2010, ITU-T SG2 has noticed that the Netherlands had decided to allocate MI 919 for alerting and MI 519 for advisory. 

For cell broadcasting service, the MI (Message Identifier) or SC (Service Category) has to be configured in mobile terminals if subscribers expect to receive messages sent by this MI or SC. Hence if subscribers roam to countries where a different MI or SC is used for alerting purpose and they do not re-configure the MI or SC accordingly, they can not receive alerting messages there, which might lead to the loss of lives and fortune. 

In principle, the MI for alerting purpose for GSM/UMTS mobile terminals could be different from that for IS95 CDMA/CDMA2000. Subscribers using CDMA terminals do not necessarily care about the MI for alerting purpose used in GSM system. They only need to know the SC for alerting purpose used in CDMA system. However in order to advertise the MI and SC for alerting purpose, it would be much easier if the SC and MI for alerting purpose could share the same value. Then people only need to remember one MI/SC for receiving alerting messages through cell broadcasting service in spite of which kind of terminals they are using.
Considering the above points, ITU-T SG2 believes that, despite of various factors such as languages, level of alerts, which could be studied further later on, a globally harmonized value for MI and SC is important and urgent. Effective coordination and cooperation between involved agencies are strongly requested with the aim to have a single MI/SC for alerting messages just like a globally harmonized telephone number for emergency service. 
We look forward to being kept informed of your actions in this area.
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