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6.1.3
Grouped Information Elements

Information elements can contain other IEs. This type of IE is called "Grouped IEs".

Grouped IEs have a length value in the TLIV encoding, which includes the added length of all the embedded IEs. Overall coding of a grouped information element with 4 octets long IE header is defined in subclause 8.2 "Information Element Format". Each information element within a grouped IE also shall contain 4 octets long IE header.




The flexibility of having optional, conditional or a variable number of embedded fields within an IE is not provided by non-grouped IEs and it is due to the usage of TLIV encoded fields. This flexibility also allows using one and the same type of grouped IEs for different messages and slightly different purposes, as long as the main purpose of the IE type is the same. It is encouraged to define grouped IEs in a flexible way to minimize the number of types needed.

Grouped IEs are not marked by any flag or limited to a specific range of IE type values. The clause describing an IE in this specification shall explicitly state if it is grouped.

NOTE:
Each entry into each Grouped IE creates a new scope level. Exit from the grouped IE closes the scope level.  The GTPv2 message level is the top most scope. This is analogous to the local scope of a subroutine/function.
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