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BACKGROUND
Support for Overlap signalling using SIP is an optional feature in IMS. It is mainly required in fixed network applications where the length of number inside one country is not fixed and when the numbering length is not easy to determine by numbering analysis.

There are two different methods (Multiple INVITE and In-dialogue) which are under discussion. They differ regarding the degree of standardisation and regarding the regions where they are used. In the TISPAN NGN Release 2 work, TISPAN has studied the use of overlap signalling and has identified these two methods in a feasibility study. However, due to the move of common IMS topics to 3GPP, TISPAN would then adopt the method chosen by CT3. 
CT 3 has struggled for three meeting to come to a conclusion on the issue without any result. The two methods have been or are planned to be deployed in a number of networks and implementations around the world. 

The two methods are on a peer-to-peer basis incompatible. Networks within a region may decide to use one method within that region.
PROPOSAL

Taking into account the considerations described above, the following is proposed:
Both methods shall be standardized in 3GPP TS 29.163 and 3GPP TS 24.229 as equal options. The use of any method shall be optional. In addition text to clarify how the method is selected shall be added to 3GPP TS 29.165.
The text to be added in 3GPP TS 29.165 (based on the present text in subclause 6.1.1.5 in 3GPP TR 29.865) is proposed below: 

Overlap signalling may be used if agreement exists between operators, otherwise enbloc shall be used at the NNI. Enbloc shall also apply for the interworking between both methods. 
