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1. Introduction

The Parlay group has decided to close and proposes to transfer their work to OMA (see email in annex). OMA is preparing a landing-pad for incoming API work from Parlay.  This change has a strong impact on 3GPP as Parlay group is a leading member of the joint working group which has been used by 3GPP for cooperation on API work.
In this situation there are a number of possible actions in 3GPP. There has been an active discussion on the CT5 email reflector on how to proceed. During this discussion Iain Sharp has acted as a representative of CT leadership and tried to guide and summarise the discussion.

2. Report of CT5 Discussion

The key proposals from the CT5 discussion are below:

Overall objective: For future work on APIs for enablers to be done in the context of the OMA
 

1) 3GPP CT5 shall discuss and agree with OMA a common understanding regarding the completion of existing work targeted for 3GPP Release 8. Considering that this work is already started in 3GPP and that moving a partially completed release may be disruptive the initial proposal from 3GPP is to complete the Release 8 work in 3GPP.
 

2) Arrangements should be made to allow OMA to maintain the 3GPP API specs in an efficient manner beyond Release 8. Our initial proposal is that the existing specifications (up to 3GPP Rel-8) should remain as 3GPP specifications under CT plenary control for maintenance purpose. Beyond Release 8, CRs to the existing specifications (up to 3GPP Rel-8) may be generated in OMA and passed to CT plenary for approval and implementation by MCC/ETSI as updated 3GPP specifications.
3) New APIs should be specified in OMA only
There is strong agreement in the CT5 discussion on the overall objective for future work on APIs to be done in the context of OMA. There have been some comments on point 1) above. Some companies feel that a more rapid transfer of work between 3GPP and OMA is possible and desirable. Probably this issue can be addressed once we understand at the next level of detail the status of the CT5 Release 8 work and the timetable for completion.

3. Requested Actions from CT Plenary

CT plenary are requested to take the following actions:
1) To confirm their support for the principle of transferring future work on API and enablers to OMA.  Note that this plan would lead to the eventual closure of CT5 in 3GPP.
2) To provide any comments or guidance on the points 1) to 3) above coming out of the CT5 discussion.

3) To authorise Iain Sharp (on behalf of CT leadership) and Salim Mounir Alaoui (CT5 chairman) to start a discussion with OMA on Parlay with a view to:

· transferring future 3GPP API work to OMA

· agreeing process for handling of 3GPP Release 8 API work

· agreeing process for maintenance of existing API specifications
Annex – Email received by Adrian Scrase on behalf of the Parlay Group

From: Zygmunt Lozinski [mailto:zygmunt_lozinski@uk.ibm.com] 
Sent: 24 January 2008 18:17
To: Adrian Scrase
Cc: Richard.Brunner@ericsson.com; Ultan Mulligan; eamonn.murray@aepona.com
Subject: Parlay Group and 3GPP


Dear Adrian, 

Background 
The Parlay Group has had a long association with 3GPP and ETSI. The Parlay Group and ETSI signed a formal co-operation agreement since 2001, which has lead to co-publication of many specifications. Parlay, 3GPP and ETSI have worked together in the Joint Working Group, which has lead to the OSA and Parlay X specifications being part of 3GPP. We believe this co-operation has benefited the industry, and we would like to express our thanks to all the 3GPP participants in the JWG. 

We value our co-operation agreement with ETSI very highly, and we believe it has lead to significant benefit for the industry.  Due to the structue of 3GPP, there is no formal co-operation agreement between Parlay and 3GPP, but we value this co-operation too. We would like to share our plans with you. 


Future of the Parlay Group 
The Parlay Board of Directors has been exploring the next stage for the Parlay Group and our work on APIs for telecoms. The Parlay Board has completed its due dilligence regarding the future of the group. The Parlay Board is recommending an affiliation of the Parlay Group with the Open Mobile Alliance.   

We have recommended to the OMA Board that it should consider how best to co-operate  with ETSI in future in the areas covered by the ETSI - Parlay agreement: Of course we understand that these will require direct discussions between the OMA and ETSI. 

When the affiliation of the Parlay Group with OMA goes ahead, it is the intention of the Parlay group:   

(i) to complete the joint publication with ETSI in April 2008 of the existing Parlay specifications in progress (Parlay X V3 and Parlay Version 6, which are both in final IPR review). This will minimise disruption to the industry. 

(ii) to transfer all its assets to the OMA including but not limited to: published specifications, work in progress, white papers, other technical documents, trademarks, the Parlay web site and wiki, trademarks, domain registrations and processes including  the Parlay Accelerator. 

(iii) to recommend that all future work on APIs for enablers be done in the context of  the OMA.   

(iv) transfer the Parlay Group's interest in the joint copyright agreements between Parlay and ETSI to the OMA.   

(v) to communicate this to our members.   

While there is no formal agreement between Parlay and 3GPP, we have also recommended to the OMA Board that it should consider how best to co-operate  with the 3GPP and 3GPP.CT5 participating companies, many of whom are also members of OMA. 

Mr  Richard Brunner, of Ericsson, is chairing the OMA Board's Affiliate Integration Sub-committee.   


Next Steps 
This decision will obviously have an effect on our friends in 3GPP, and  3GPP CT5. There are two obvious paths forward: 

1) For future work on APIs for enablers to be done in the context of the OMA 

2) For 3GPP, and the OMA to co-operate in this area. 

Obviously it is better for the industry and the participating companies to avoid duplication of effort.  The decision on how to proceed is for the companies who participate in OMA and 3GPP.CT5.   

We would like to encourage the start of this dialog.  Can I suggest an initial discussion by email, with the option of a conference call? 

/s/ Parlay  Board 

(Could I please ask you to share this communication with the relevant officers and elected officials of 3GPP and 3GPP CT5?  Thank-you.) 


cheers
Zygmunt A Lozinski, Telecom Industry Technical Leader, Northeast Europe IOT, IBM
Senior Technical Staff Member & Master Inventor

IBM, 3 Greenside, Waterbeach, CAMBRIDGE, CB5 9HW, UK                +44 7734 325 378 
The Parlay Group: http://www.parlay.org/
