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Discussion
The LS referred to provides information about the level of support in Release 6 and Release 7 on the capability of the 3GPP network to support application driven QoS.

The technical substance of the LS is the following text:

"From Rel-6 onwards we do have an interface (Gq in Rel6, Rx in Rel-7) between an Application Function(AF) and a policy control node. This interface is based on the Diameter protocol and it is able to handle dynamic requests from an AF run by 3rd party AF provider in order to authorize specific QoS levels in the 3GPP core network. Currently, the QoS parameters that can be controlled are:

- QoS class (mapped to UMTS Traffic classes conversational/streaming/interactive/background)

- Bandwidth uplink and downlink"
This text is correct except that in the last two bullets it is only the maximum values of the parameters that can be controlled. However the LS doesn’t emphasise the important point that the Gq functions allow the AF to authorize requests from the MS, but it does not allow the AF to fully control the QoS independently of requests from the MS.
In Release 7 the work item on PCC will enhance the ability of AFs to control QoS. However the final scope and capabilities of this work are not yet defined.

The CR attached to the LS is presented as a Release 7 CR. Considering this as a Release 7 capability then it is possible that the PCC work will enable the network capabilities to support the features included in the CR. However as the final scope of PCC is not yet set this cannot be guaranteed.

Proposal:

CT should supplement the statements in the LS with the following additional information:

1) In Release 6 the 3GPP specifications provide certain QoS authorization capabilities for AFs. However this does not provide fully general control of QoS from AFs.
2) The capabilities will be enhanced in Release 7 however the scope of this work is not yet fixed. CT are waiting for input from SA2 on what new capabilities should be included.

CT appreciates the effort to ensure alignment between TISPAN OSA and 3GPP regarding QoS control by the AFs.  It is recommended that SA2 are asked to review the SA1 CR as an input to their Release 7 work on PCC in order to identify possible new requirements  and comment on the technical feasibility of the requirements.
