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Subject: Notification response as an RR message

The ASCI rapporteurs have discovered that several change requests have to be urgently approved in order to move the NOTIFICATION RESPONSE message from the MM sub-layer to the GSM RR sub-layer.

The MM related CRs to 24.008 and 04.08 are presented to CN#7 /SMG3 for approval and are attached:
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Ph
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04.08
A1009

R96
F
5.14.0
Moving NOTIFICATION RESPONSE from MM to GSM RR
ASCI


04.08
A1011

R97
A
6.7.0
Moving NOTIFICATION RESPONSE from MM to GSM RR
ASCI


04.08
A1013

R98
A
7.4.0
Moving NOTIFICATION RESPONSE from MM to GSM RR
ASCI


04.08
183

R99
A
3.2.1
Moving NOTIFICATION RESPONSE from MM to GSM RR
ASCI


The RR related CRs to 04.08 and 04.18 will be presented to SMG2. A draft is attached for information.

The CRs have only impact on equipment implementing the ASCI features Voice Group Call Service (VGCS) and Voice Broadcast Service (VBS) and are supported by companies currently implementing these features: Nortel, Siemens, Kapsch and Sagem.

Below, you find an explanation 

1) why the CRs are needed, 

2) why it is urgent to approve the radio interface CRs now

3) why it was not possible to present the radio interface CRs to CN1.

1
Why are the CRs needed

An ongoing voice group call or voice broadcast call is notified in all cells of the call.

The notification response procedure is triggered in a cell by the network not describing the group call or broadcast call channel in a cell. It is not used for any other GSM or UMTS feature.

The notifications response serves two purposes:

a) To allow the network authentication of the listening subscribers

b) To allow the network to assign a group call channel only when there is a need. In realistic scenarios (shunting group) around 50% of the resources could be saved.

Today, the NOTIFICATION RESPONSE is an MM message. This is cumbersome for the second application (purpose b) above as it would 

a) generate high load of the A interface

b) not allow the BSS to decide autonomously on the application of the radio resource optimization.

It is therefore proposed to change the specification and to specify NOTIFICATION RESPONSE as an RR message. This would allow a proper solution for purpose b). Purpose a) is still possible as a corresponding modification of the A interface is envisaged to add the necessary BSSAP information flow (similar to paging response). This would be a R2000 feature. 

However, the change of the Um interface cannot be restricted to some releases as this would lead to a severe incompatibility.

2
Why it is urgent to approve the radio interface CRs now

All manufacturers engaged in the matter have agreed that it is still possible to perform the Um change for all releases, however this would have to be done immediately, because equipment is already produced.

3
Why it was not possible to present the radio interface CRs to CN1

The mobile manufacturers had to examine all consequences of this change (type approval, testing etc.) This has been completed on 10 March 2000.

