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LS on User-to-User Signalling Enhancements

Triggered by the Liaison Statements from TSG SA WG2 (S2-99585) and TSG SA WG1 (S1-99357) on UUS Enhancements TSG CN SS ad hoc have studied the possible progress of this Work Item in 3GPP. UUS is a supplementary service developed in Release 98, which allows transfer of User-User Information (UUI) between mobile station and ISDN terminals in conjunction with a call, i.e. at call establishment, call clearing and during an active call.

Based on this supplementary service it is proposed for UUS Enhancements to add additional parameters to the UUI, to allow flexible addressing of applications at the terminal. The following aspects of this new work item have been identified.

· UUI is transferred transparently between the terminals involved in a call. By definition the core network will not evaluate the UUI. It is assumed that the additional parameters for UUS Enhancements are part of the UUI and that the transparent handling of UUI in the core network will be kept. Therefore UUS specifications (22.087, 23.087 and 24.087) are not impacted.

· Since UUS Enhancements is considered as a functionality impacting the terminals, it is proposed that the technical work should be performed by TSG T WG2. Interworking with other terminal capabilities, e.g. MExE and SAT may be analysed there as well. It is recommended by TSG SS ad hoc that a general approach for addressing of applications is developed, which is independent from the "bearer". In this area the developments for the work item “USSD enhancements” should be considered as well.

· The Quality of Service issue was discussed in the past together with SMG11 and SMG1. Extensive usage of UUS during the call will have impact on the speech quality when using the GSM radio access. This issue could be solved for the 3G radio access with the introduction of new radio channel configurations.

· The issue of interworking with ISDN has to be considered if the final approach for UUS Enhancements is known. It is recommended to discuss this issue together with working groups responsible for ISUP specifications. SMG3-WPB (now TSG CN SS ad hoc) have performed those analyses in the past together with the experts of ETSI SPS1 (now ETSI SPAN1) in GSM 09.14. This could also be done for this new work item. However it is not clear how this joint activity could fit in the 3GPP work, since ETSI SPAN1 is only responsible for the European versions of ISUP protocol and services. This issue should be further analysed in TSG CN.

· Charging issues related to UUS and UUS enhancements shall be handled in the appropriate working group. During the development of the UUS supplementary service in Release 98 this issue was forwarded to SMG6. However TSG CN SS ad hoc is not aware of the status of the work on charging for UUS. It is assumed that this work will be further progressed by TSG SA WG5.

Since the work necessary for UUS enhancements have to be performed in several working groups, spread over several TSGs, it is proposed that TSG SA WG1 and/or TSG SA WG2 should take over the co-ordination for this work item.

Attached there is a detailed summary of certain issues related to UUS and UUS enhancements.

