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Introduction

During the Miami JWG meeting in May of this year, a contribution was reviewed (N5-040219) which described the process for deprecation of methods in the ETSI/Parlay/3GPP set of specifications.  A request was past to the Parlay Board to verify the process for deprecation to ensure a final decision could be made by the ETSI secretariat to delete methods from the specifications, as and when necessary.

The Parlay board reviewed this topic via a number of Phone conferences and finally during their face to face meeting in London (15-16 July 2004).  The board have agreed a process for deprecation within Parlay/ETSI specifications and request that the JWG review and implement this if in agreement. 

The board also request that text with similar meaning to that below, be included within an appropriate part of the ETSI specifications and if appropriate the 3GPP documents.

Removal of deprecated methods 

· Rule:
Deprecation of a method or set of methods (i.e an API) in Version n.x will be removed in version n+2.0

Guidance concerning the deprecation of methods

· Be cautious or prudent on the deprecation of a method or set of methods.

· Don't create new methods when old methods work e.g. don’t produce a method createCall when you have a method makeCall

· Don’t deprecate methods needlessly e.g. if you have createMultiPartyCall don’t deprecate createCall (even though technically its redundant).
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