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In publishing the Parlay X Web Services specifications (29.199), the structure of the documents may be an influence on how the specifications are managed and utilized.
One consideration is whether the set of Web Services are defined within a single specification document, or whether a document set approach is used; where each document in the set pertains to a specific service, which may contain one interface or a set of related interfaces. For example, SMS has three interfaces defined, which may be addressed in one specification part.

Arguments in favour of use of a document set.

New interfaces will be introduced over time, and current interfaces will have maintenance applied, however not all interfaces will change over time. In addition, it is likely that some Parlay X Web Services defined in release 1.0 will be deprecated or replaced. Being able to define a release as an assembly of documents provides an easier mechanism to manage the specification over time, rather than having a specification document that has varying content and duplication of unchanged interfaces over time.

Other organizations that reference the Web Services will often refer to a specific interface or set of interfaces, not the entire specification set. Having a favourable structure for references will make initial adoption by other organizations easier.
Joint Web Service definition work is likely; making some Web Services publication requirements different from others. Having specification documents that can be managed in a manner supportive of this activity will encourage addition joint work, and avoid time consuming issues around partial specification copyrights, etc.

As the set of Web Services grows over time, and the specification content grows to reflect the information necessary for capture of use information, semantics and mapping, the size of a single document will become unwieldy. This must be balanced against the ‘overhead’ of front/back matter for each specification document, to ensure appropriate balance.

Release 6 Content

For Release 6, it is desirable to align the maintenance activity and new requirements activity to provide a single specification, and to provide that specification in a manner consistent with its expected use. Therefore, a two phase approach is suggested for consideration to enable current work activities to continue with minimal change, while providing a clear view of the end product expectation to enable the work activities to prepare appropriate inputs to the JWG.
Phase 1 migrates the current specification definition to the document set format, retaining its current content, with the exception of those Web Services that are being superseded by revisions based on new requirements that are already be produced in this form (e.g. Terminal Status and Terminal Location).

Following this phase, maintenance and new requirements activities are applied to the document form that then reflects the expected delivery form for Release 6.

Specification Identification

The specification activities for all Web Services activities should be identified appropriately within each organization. For ETSI and 3GPP, the OSA activity (including Web Services realization), Parlay Web Services Framework and Parlay X Web Services activity should all be aligned under the appropriate Release number. As maintenance may occur, and new Web Services may be added, these should be added to the appropriate Release(s) using current practices.
