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Introduction

Java source can evolve between one version and the next.  Three causes of evolution are identified:

· Through applying changes to the UML

· Through applying changes to the rulebook

· Through improving the Java production process

We recommend that deprecation rules are maintained between subsequent versions of the Java sources.  We have therefore submitted a companion document to introduce such a rule in 29.198-01.
Tool
In order to simplify support for deprecated tag, Telcordia is developing a tool.  The tool compares two compiled versions of the Java code associated with a specification version; say version v.i and v.i+1.  The tool lists all the classes, methods and fields found in version v.i that are not found in version v.i+1 of the specification.  The listed Java code needs to be added to specification version v.i+1.
Further automation is being considered.
