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In the July meeting in San Francisco, a discussion document was presented on Backwards Compatibility, and in particular on our choices for preserving it for Parlay 5 / 3GPP Release 6, (N5-030360, attached in this zip file).

In our previous discussions on Backwards Compatibility, we have decided to retain old <<deprecated>> methods etc. for one full release.

However, one of the principle values of OSA/Parlay, as pushed by the Parlay Board, is that backwards compatibility is preserved.  To enable this, no methods should be removed or have their signature modified.  This makes for an untidy specification, with plenty of deprecated methods, but such is the price to pay for continued backwards compatibility.

This contribution proposes a way to implement this.

It is proposed that:


· At each major release, we delete the <<new>> stereotypes which were present in the specifications prior to this release.  CRs are not required for this.

i.e. for Parlay 5.0, we delete all <<new>> stereotypes which are in Parlay 4.2.


· We never delete deprecated  methods.


· We never delete stereotypes at a minor release.


· We may choose to delete unused types at a major release, when no method or other type refers to them.  This will not impact backwards compatibility, but will have to be performed using the CR process.



Consequences of this decision:

· Backwards Compatibility is preserved indefinitely.


· The specification may look untidy with plenty of deprecated methods.


