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Addendum to San Diego meeting report

During the San Diego meeting a discussion around messaging took place. Input for the discussion were contributions from Ericsson (N5-030206 and N5-030209) and Telenity (N5-030248).

Contribution N5-030206 identified a number of shortcomings to the current Generic Messaging SCF, e.g.:

· The paradigm for using synchronous/asynchronous method calls is not adopted.

· Naming of methods, such as for request and delivery of notifications.

· Scope of the session ID.

· The current messaging API contains technical shortcomings that need to be resolved. Examples are:

· A means is needed to list messages in the mailbox in order to be able retrieve it. Currently there is no way to know the message-id for a message, unless obtained through notification.

· Infoproperties of folder do not tell anything about the messages contained in the folder.

· No support for Mime attachments on the message. 

This contribution proposed to make major changes to the Generic Messaging SCF, to eliminate the shortcomings of the API and to make the API more useful. The contribution triggered a discussion how much improvements we should make in Generic Messaging SCF and what we should move to a new SCF.

The consensus that arose from the discussion was that only small changes should be made to Generic Messaging and that those changes should be backwards compatible. The goal is to remove those shortcomings that limit the usage of Generic Messaging most. The Generic Messaging SCF was seen as an intermediairy step for messaging and the intention is to phase it out after release 6 timeframe.

The meeting also felt that a new SCF should be introduced in 3GPP R6, to implement the OSA multimedia messaging requirement and other messaging features that make the Messaging SCF comprehensive (e.g. the ability to retrieve parts of a multipart message) and that aligns with other SCFs regarding the design patterns used as described in Part 1 of the OSA Specification.

In order to progress the work, it was decided to organize a special session on messaging. The objective of this session is to create a baseline for the Messaging SCF, to which future meetings can provide additions.

