
   
 

 

    

 

 

   
 

       

 

      
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

 
OSA/PARLAY PASSES THE TEST 

– New Technology Opens the Door for Telecom Application Service Providers 
 

Sophia Antipolis, France – 23 April 2003 

 
A new technology, OSA/PARLAY, which enables faster development of telecommunication 

services, has been put through its paces and proved at an interoperability-testing event organized 

by the PlugtestsTM service of the European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI).  

 

The event, the first to test the interoperability of Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) defined 

by the Parlay and ETSI communities, was held from 14-17 April 2003 at ETSI headquarters in 

Sophia Antipolis in the South of France. It was organized in co-operation with ETSI’s Services and 

Protocols for Advanced Networks Technical Committee (TC SPAN), the Parlay Group and the 

European Union’s Information Society Technologies OPIUM Project. For the first time, application 

providers present were able to run their services on real telecom networks, thanks to links with 

Ericsson in Stockholm, Vodafone in Madrid, NTT in Tokyo and Fraunhofer FOKUS in Berlin. 

 

The testing event focused on interoperability between devices interconnected with OSA interfaces, 

particularly applications and their servers, gateways and simulators. Application developers and 

equipment providers from competing companies came together to test the interoperability of their 

developments, and for the chance to identify and rectify any problems with implementation. ETSI 

Plugtests experts were available to assist, and access was provided to test platforms and 

simulation tools. 

 

The results of the testing demonstrated the maturity of OSA/Parlay APIs, and that they have 

achieved stability and backwards compatibility. The success of the event has helped to reinforce 

the position of OSA/Parlay solutions within the market place, giving confidence to potential 

investors in the technology. 
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APIs for OSA/Parlay are used to facilitate service implementations within existing fixed and mobile 

telecommunications networks. They will also have an essential role in future Next Generation 

Networks and are expected to play an important part in the success of Third Generation mobile 

telecommunications. OSA/Parlay interfaces allow applications to access the functions of the 

network and generic support functions, in a secure way, making it possible for applications to be 

built, tested and operated by enterprises outside the network domain. This in turn will enable more 

– and cheaper – services, and will create a more competitive market for telecoms applications and 

services. End users will benefit from the ability to find services that are more finely tuned to their 

specific needs.  
 

This event was funded under the European Union’s eEurope Initiative, and helps to fulfil the 

initiative’s goals by widening the choice of methods of access to the Information Society. 

 

Satoshi Shiraishi, Senior Research Engineer, Supervisor, NTT Network Service Systems Lab and 
Parlay Representative in NTT, said:  

“As one of the operating companies which has promoted Parlay as a key technology for the 
Next Generation Network service, NTT is very proud to have been able to participate and 
contribute in this first ETSI OSA/Parlay testing event. Since interoperability will be achieved 
only through practical testing such as this, it is a great pleasure for us to have been able to 
test our interoperability with several other companies during the event. We will continue to 
contribute to the standardization and promotion of Parlay through these Plugtests.” 

 

Enrico Carlo Morello, R&D task manager of Telecom Italia Lab, added:  
"This first OSA/Parlay Plugtest event in Sophia-Antipolis was a very useful experience, 
enabling us to test our equipment with different OSA/Parlay gateways. We have exchanged 
a great deal of knowledge and information, interacting with some of the most relevant 
OSA/Parlay actors. We have had new opportunities to test against many companies, and 
the knowledge we obtained from these tests is very useful for the further development of 
our research. For me, it is the first time I have participated in such an event and I have 
been very impressed by the organization and the level of technical expertise." 

 

Kieran Dalton, CTO of AePONA, said:  
“As one of the leading vendors of OSA/Parlay technology, AePONA were delighted to be 
involved in the first ever ETSI Plugtest event in this technical area. It was an excellent 
forum for developers to come together to help shape the future of OSA/Parlay technology. 
AePONA already supports multi-service interoperability with our OSA Parlay Gateway and 
Client Proxy solutions. This was a great opportunity to test interoperability of our products 
with a wide range of application vendors and further the OSA/PARLAY standardization 
activity. The event has demonstrated the commitment of operators, vendors and application 
developers to interoperability, and has highlighted the maturity of the OSA/Parlay market.” 

 

Jawad Ayaz, CEO of Ind TeleSoft (Bangalore, India), commented:  
"As a vendor of an independent Parlay Framework component, the first Parlay/OSA 
Plugtest has been very valuable for us since we were able to establish successful 
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interoperability with numerous Parlay eco-system partners, within a short span of three 
days. This has clearly validated our product and the Parlay standardization process as a 
whole." 
  

Rick Brunner, Ericsson Parlay Board Member and Chair of the Interoperability Work Group, said: 
“This Plugtests event has been strategic in showing that the OSA/Parlay developer 
community is quite advanced. Real Products, not prototypes, are being tested for 
interoperability!” 
 

Further information about this event and other Plugtest activities is available at:  
www.etsi.org/plugtests/home.htm 

 

***** 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
The companies participating in the event were: Accenture, AePONA Ltd, Appium, BT Exact 
Technologies, Ericsson AB, Fraunhofer FOKUS, FSCOM, IBM, Ind TeleSoft, Infitel International 
NV, jNETx, Net4Call AS, NTT, Open API Solutions, Telecom Italia Lab, Telenity Incorporated and 
Vodafone Spain (Airtel Móvil, SA). 
 
About ETSI 
Based in Sophia Antipolis (France), the European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) 
is officially responsible for standardization in telecommunications, broadcasting and certain 
aspects of information technology within Europe. As such, it also plays a major role in global 
standardization. ETSI unites almost 800 members from 56 countries inside and outside Europe, 
including manufacturers, network operators, administrations, service providers, research bodies 
and users – in fact, all the key players in the telecommunications arena. 
For more information: www.etsi.org/ 
 
About the European Commission's eEurope Initiative 
eEurope 2002 – An Information Society For All – was launched in 2000 to ensure that the whole of 
Europe reaps the benefits of the Information Society; it is a key element in the strategy for 
modernizing the European economy and aims to bring everyone in Europe – every citizen, every 
school and every company – on-line as quickly as possible. Building on the success of eEurope 
2002, in June 2002, an Action Plan for eEurope 2005 was launched. Its objective is to provide a 
favourable environment for private investment and for the creation of new services and new jobs, 
to boost productivity, to modernize public services and to give everyone the opportunity to 
participate in the global information society. For more information: www.eeurope-standards.org/ 
 
About the Parlay Group  
The Parlay Group is an open multi-vendor consortium formed to develop open, technology-
independent API specifications that enable network operators, independent software vendors and 
service providers to write applications across multiple networks and multiple network technologies. 
For further information: http://www.parlay.org/ 
 
For further information about this news release, please contact: 
 ETSI Press Office 
 Tel: +33 (0)4 9294 4911 
 E-mail: press@etsi.org 

Beverley Wing,  
Kingston Public Relations, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)1482 876229  
Fax: +44 (0)1482 844612 
E-mail: BeverleyWing@aol.com 

 
PlugtestsTM is a trade mark of ETSI registered for the benefit of its Members.  


