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SA2 is currently developing a technical report for Release 6 addressing 

 the topic of access independence and commonality. In these discussions, it was recognized that there are some specifications that should be made access independent and other specifications that may remain access dependent. As part of these discussions, it was agreed that it would be useful to start by identifying the set of 3GPP specifications that are intended to be used as the core IMS specifications and thus should be reviewed by the appropriate TSGs. Additional supporting specifications may need to be addressed at a later time.

.   Latest version of the technical report attached in this LS captures the first steps in defining the scope of overall changes planned for the documentation and handling of architecture and specifically changes to 23.228 in order to address IMS access independence & commonality.  

No terminology changes addressing access independence have been agreed at this point, rather contributions have been invited proposing how the specifications should be reorganised to address access specific parts in a separate & stand-alone manner within the current specifications.  Some cases it may be necessary to use general terms instead of using 3GPP specific terms. In this case, a later version of this TR will provide guidance so that a consistent and understandable terminology is used across all 3GPP specifications.

The following list of documents is proposed as the initial view of the core set of IMS specifications that should be addressed as part of the work item on access independent IMS. SA2 would kindly ask that CN1, CN3, and CN4 review this list to determine if they concur with the proposal. 

1. 3GPP TS 23.218: IP Multimedia (IM) session handling; IM call model
2. 3GPP TS 23.228: IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS); Stage 2
3. 3GPP TS 24.229: IP Multimedia Call Control Protocol based on SIP and SDP; Stage 3
4. 3GPP TS 29.xxx: Media Gateway Controller Function (MGCF) – IM-Media Gateway (MGW) interface; Stage 3
5. 3GPP TS 29.162: Interworking between the IM CN subsystem and IP networks
6. 3GPP TS 29.163: Interworking between the IM CN subsystem and CS networks
7. 3GPP TS 29.228: IP Multimedia (IM) Subsystem Cx Interface; Signalling flows and message contents
8. 3GPP TS 29.229: Cx Interface based on the Diameter protocol; Protocol details
9. 3GPP TS 29.328: IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS) Sh Interface; Signalling flows and message contents
10. 3GPP TS 29.329: Sh interface based on the Diameter protocol; Protocol details
In addition to the identification of a core set of specifications in support of access independence, one item was agreed with respect to support for IMS commonality. As was recommended by the Operator’s Harmonization Group at their meeting last April, S2 has endorsed the proposal to change the name of the Policy Control Function (PCF) to be the Policy Decision Function (PDF) starting from Release 5 and thus avoid a conflict with another PCF element defined by 3GPP2. The following documents have been identified as requiring editorial change as a result of this decision: TS 23.002, TS 23.207, TS 23.228, TS 24.228, TS 24.229, TS 29.208, and TS 24.229. It was agreed that appropriate CRs will be provided for the November meetings of SA2, CN1, and CN3 to support this change such that the complete set may be approved in a coordinated manner at the December plenary meeting.

Actions:

1) SA2 kindly asks CN1, CN3, and CN4 to review the above list of proposed core IMS specifications for release 6 and provide any comments that they may have.

2) SA2 kindly asks CN1 and CN3 to adopt the recommendation regarding the change of PCF to PDF starting from Release 5 and approve the appropriate CRs at their November meetings.

Date of Next SA2 Meetings

	Date
	Meeting name
	Location

	11th – 15th November 2002
	3GPP TSG SA WG2
	Bangkok, Thailand

	Januray 2003
	3GPP TSG SA WG2
	San Francisco, USA (TBC)


