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Introduction

Floor control provides mechanism for controlling media in multiparty sessions (e.g. who is allowed to send media). In a conducted video conference for instance, it will allow a moderator to appoint speakers, and participants to request the floor before speaking.

The specified methods for Floor control are missing two main functionalities, releasing and revoking the floor. In the current specification, an application can be notified of floor requests from the network, It doesn’t specific how an application can be notified if the participant released the floor. Moreover, If the participant which holds the floor didn’t release the floor and the time required for holding the floor expires, we need a method to force the release of the floor from the current floor holder.

Use Case

The sequence diagram below illustrates a chair controlled conference. 

We assume an end-user is assigned the chairpersonship, the chairperson and the users have joined the conference (this is not shown below in the sequence). 

All parties need to request the floor before speaking. A chairperson can revoke a floor from a speaker if, for instance, the maximum speech time elapses. A speaker can release the floor at any time.
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1: User A requests the floor via the H.323 signals. The application is notified of this. 

2: The message is forwarded to the application logic. 

3: The chairperson (via the WWW interface) grants the request by appointing A as the speaker. 

4: User A releases the floor. The application is notified of this. 

5: The message is forwarded to the application logic. 

6: User B requests the floor via the H.323 signals. The application is notified of this. 

7: The message is forwarded to the application logic.

8: The chairperson (via the WWW interface) grants the request by appointing B as the speaker. 

9: The chairperson (via the WWW interface) revokes the floor from B. 

Proposed changes

The following methods are proposed to be added to the SubConference Call Interface.


9.3.5 Interface Class IpSubConfCall
Method

revokeSpeaker ()

This method revokes the floor from the participant in the conference who has the floor. After the participant that has the floor has been revoked, all participants are muted untill a new speaker is selected.

Parameters

subConferenceSessionID : in TpSessionID 

Specifies the session ID of the multi media subconference. 

speakerCallLeg : in TpSessionID 

Specifies the sessionID of the call leg of the party who was appointed as speaker.

Raises

TpCommonExceptions, P_INVALID_SESSION_ID

9.6 IpAppSubConfCall

Method

floorRelease()

This method is used to inform the application about the floor release from the network.

Returns floorReleaser : Specifies the reference to the interface of the leg that released the floor. 
Parameters

subConferenceSessionID : in TpSessionID 

Specifies the session ID of the subconference where the floor release originates. 

Returns

TpCallLegIdentifier 
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