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1. 3GPP SA3 LI thanks CN5 for the liaison statement  (S3 020046 = N5-020162) in reply to our LS asking them to identify any LI implications in their specifications.

2. We note the reference to Open Systems Architecture and the involvement of the Parlay Group.

3. We have had sight of a draft paper from the Parlay Group that was recently tabled at a SPAN 14 meeting on EMTEL (Emergency Telecommunications) (SPAN 14 / EMTEL meeting TD 010) which described an Application Programming Interface (API). In this context the paper dealt with the control of networks in emergency situations where traffic prioritisation is necessary.

If we understand the architecture correctly it would seem that parts of established networks could be controlled through an API. This gives rise to some concern regarding the execution of Lawful Interception.

Historically the Law Enforcement Agencies have served interception requirements on established operators or service providers who, as part of their licence conditions, are obliged to provide an interception facility and to carry out the interception. We can envisage a situation where an entity providing the third party service would not fall under the category of a licensed operator or service provider but would be providing a remote, high level value added service. 

As such the Law Enforcement Authority may not have any access to the third party service to enable interception to take place or, in the case of Emergency Telecommunications, to influence the prioritisation of traffic.

This is a legal and administrative problem rather than a technical one and we have asked the Law Enforcement representatives on 3GPP SA3 LI to examine it further. S3-LI will inform relevant groups of any impacts identified to the 3GPP work .

For the time being we wish you to be aware of this potential difficulty.

4. Action: none – for information only

5. Date of next SA3 LI Meeting:

04th – 06th June 2002
Budapest

