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Introduction

The interface IpPolicy is the base interface for all PM interfaces. The methods getAttributes() and setAttributes() are two methods that allow the user to access and modify attributes of the object referenced via the interface. Those attributes have no inherent order with respect to each other - each object just has a bag of attributes associated with it. Implying an order through using data type TpAttributeList is misleading - the order used by the caller has nothing to do with the internal storage - the order chosen by the caller is essentially arbitrary. Beyond that, providing an order implies that duplicates are allowed - which doesn't have any particular meaning for getAttributes() or setAttributes(). Therefore, this paper proposes to change the data types from TpAttributeList to TpAttributeSet. The analogous accompanying change is being proposed to the parlay v3.1 specification, maintaining alignment. Lucent Technologies kindly requests the meeting to approve these modifications.

Detailed Changes

**** FIRST MODIFIED SECTION ****
8.2
Interface Class IpPolicy 

Inherits from: IpInterface.

The base interface from which are derived all of the Policy interfaces (except IpPolicyManager). This interface documents four attributes for describing a policy-related instance. In the same way that the generic attribute accessor methods are defined in this base interface, these common attributes are documented here as well and each interface that is derived from IpPolicy will provide support for them.


Note that we could have defined dedicated get/set methods for each attribute, which would have the benefits of being potentially faster and safer, but this design approach was not taken, primarily to make it simpler to add additional attributes in the future without having to change the associated Interface. 

	<<Interface>>

IpPolicy

	 

	
setAttribute(attribute : in TpAttribute) : void

getAttribute(attributeName : in TpString) : TpAttribute

setAttributes(attributes : in TpAttributeSet) : void

getAttributes(attributeNames : in TpStringList) : TpAttributeSet



**** NEXT MODIFIED SECTION ****
8.2.4

Method getAttributes()

Get a copy of the set of attributes for the policy object. Note that modifying the returned set will not update the actual attributes of the object. See setAttributes() for that functionality.

Returns: A copy of the attributes. 

8.2.4.1
Parameters

attributeNames : in TpStringList

The list of names of the attributes to retrieve. In case the list of names is null or empty, all of the attributes will be

returned.

8.2.4.2
Returns

TpAttributeSet
8.2.4.3
Raises

TpCommonExceptions
**** NEXT MODIFIED SECTION ****
8.2.5

Method  setAttributes()

Set one or more attributes of a policy object. 

8.2.5.1
Parameters

attributes : in TpAttributeSet
The attributes to be set in this object.

8.2.5.2
Raises

TpCommonExceptions, P_ACCESS_VIOLATION, P_NO_TRANSACTION_IN_PROCESS
**** END OF DOCUMENT ****
