joint API group (Parlay, ETSI Project OSA, 3GPP TSG_CN WG5)
N5-020101

Meeting #16, Hong Kong, CHINA, 4 – 8 February 2002

Source:
Richard Stretch BT Exact Technologies [richard.stretch@BT.COM]

Title:
ETSI TIPHON and SPAN 14 Meeting Report
Agenda Item:
3 Reporting

Document for:
Discussion, Information

API discussion at ETSI Tiphon meeting

17/1/2002

BT Delegate Richard Stretch BTExact Technologies

Introduction

Attendace at this meeting was due to an invitation from the Chair of Tiphon, Hans Van der Veer.

As a result of this I made a presentation concerning the Parlay APIs on the evening of the 16th.  The presentation took the form of an overall guide on ‘WHY’ and how the work took off the ground.  This was summarised by a brief description of the interfaces involved.  The final slides highlighted how Tiphon might be able to be involved with the API work, mainly in the mapping from the Metaprotocol to the API.

Background

Tiphon have developed a metaprotocol designed around a set of Service capabilities capturing the overall service requirements of setting up a basic voice call across networks, regardless of the their individual technology.  

This metaprotocol is then used to ensure that service capabilities in the originating network are presented at the terminating network by using the protocol to provide mapping between each network signalling protocol.  Their concept is that the setting up of a call involves call, bearer, media, transport etc, therefore the overall Metaprotocol is a set of meta-protocols, each developed for its own environment.

Discussions

During the morning of the 17th in a joint WG1 and WG2 meeting we once again opened up the discussions.  We concluded that Tiphon should attempt a joint meeting with the ‘Parlay Joint Group’ to plan where interactions could take place in the near future.

Tiphon wish to include this work in their Release 5 output (this should not be confused with 3GPP Release 5.0.)

It was decided that tiphon needs to develop a Requirements document detailing those capabilitites that they feel need to be present within the Parlay API. As a basis they will use the ETSI SPAR work as a basis, as these requirements are already mapped onto the Parlay API. The Tiphon requirements will not be limited to the call control area but may also include the ability to direct the bearer control layer to do something or even the transport or media layer.  

This aspect of their requirements was made apparent when looking at the Parlay architecture.  The Parlay architecture show interfaces below the Parlay gateway connecting to physical entities such as a SIP network or HLRs or WAP gateways etc.  However they view that this gateway should have the option to connect to or send messages to, lower layers in the network architecture such as the Bearer level. Parlay may need to rethink their architecture in light of these requirements and may also result in new capabilities being addressed within Parlay release 4.0 taking Tiphons needs into account.  This is not a bad thing as it means that the Parlay concepts are expanding their impact upon the network, in areas that we may not have as yet thought about.

Conclusions

The Tiphon group will therefore produce a liaison which will be sent to SPAN 12, detailing their intentions in the near future and the possibility of co-locating a joint meeting (for say a day) where we can thrash out our future joint work together.

A new work item has been agreed to capture all the thoughts and developments of this work which will later be captured within their WI 01015 Requirements document for their release 5.0 specifications.

All in all a successful meeting!

The architecture mapping shown overleaf was used as a basis for our discussions.
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Mapping the Parlay API to TIPHON Architecture
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SPAR meeting

ETSI SPAN 14

24/01/02

Introduction

This meeting was being held to consider the ETSI Service Provider Access Requirements specifications, which have been developed for network operators and Service providers alike.  The ETSI SPAR work being where the requirements for third party interfaces were originally developed.

The main purpose for my attendance was to introduce the Parlay Phase 4.0 Requirements document.  Span 14 is the group that develops and owns any requirements for protocol specifications made by ETSI SPAN 12 (the group that is part of the Joint API group).

Report of SPAN 12 OSA review.

Basically reviewing that the joint group reviewed and approved the OSA API Requirements document that was based upon the ETSI API Release 1.0. This meeting of SPAN 14 have now therefore officially approved this document at this meeting.  

Parlay API – Phase 4.0 Requirements document TD158 

A slide presentation was made, backed up by a detailed run through of the Requirements.  A few comments were received by the meeting, which will result in an updated version being produced for the Parlay Hong Kong meeting.  It is the intention that SPAN 14 adopt this updated document and hence be released as a Technical Report (the status held by such a document), in the correct course of time.

The proposed editorial changes are now contained in TD 158R1, which will be the version sent to the Hong Kong Meeting.

SPAR requirements in a fixed and mobile network ETSI EG 201897 v1.2.2

These requirements have been developed remotely to those being developed in the Parlay requirements document.  A question posed here is whether there is any mileage in combining this document with the Parlay 4.0 Requirements document.  At a first glance it appears that there does not seem to be a lot of divergence in the requirements stated here and those in the Parlay document. The SPAR document has been produced by gaining input from service providers to ensure that what they require is part of the Interface solution.  However in this case the solution for the Interface need not be realised by an API, it may be a fixed line or an SS#7 link and so on.  So it may be that combination of the two documents would not necessarily result in a document specific to an API solution.  There again this does not seem a problem to moi!

The final decision here was to agree this ETSI SPAR document without changes or additions made to it from the Parlay document.  The reason why this decision was made was that this document is restricted to Fixed, mobile and IP underlying network requirements and does not include the enhanced telephony requirements which are held in a similar document already agreed by SPAN14.

I will take these requirements to the Parlay meeting in Hong Kong to see whether any more needs to be added to the Parlay requirements document.
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Mapping the Parlay API to TIPHON Architecture
















