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Introduction

We propose to consider the following requirement for OSA Rel-5 (Parlay 4.0, ETSI SPAN 2.0).

Proposed Text for the Requirements Whitepaper

Split Charging

The current specification (Parlay 3.0) of the Content Based Charging API assumes that a single instance of the merchant application (acting as a request engine) serves a single consumer. This is appropriate for many merchant applications, such as video on demand or stock exchange rate information. However, there are cases where a single instance of the merchant application may serve more than a one service user. Examples are multi-user games or conferences. Typically, the costs for the resources consumed by the single service instance will be split amont all service users.

On the other hand, a merchant may show advertisements within its application, and in turn the company that is advertised may subside a certain percentage of the application cost. A consumer connecting to the merchant application pays only part of the costs, while the remainder is paid by the advertised company.

Both scenarios require that the request engine is able to specify multiple user identities within a single charge request. The split of the charge between the given user identities could be determined by the request engine or by the payment engine.

The Content Based Charging API shall allow clients to specify multiple users within a single charging operation. The charge shall be split among the specified users. The split of the charge between the given user identities could be determined by the request engine or by the payment engine. The given users may either use the client application simultaneously, or may have agreed to subsidize the costs without actually using the application.

Conclusion

We propose to add the text given above to the requirements white paper for OSA Rel-5/Parlay 4.0/ETSI SPAN 2.0.

