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Proposal on why Ref and RefRef suffixes should be removed from the UML
Specs involved:
TS 29.1980 (All Parts) & ES 201 915 (All Parts)
The References section (section 6.7) of part 1 gives the reason for the use of the suffixes “Ref” and “RefRef” as a means to identify whether a parameter is “passed by reference” or “passed by value”. The table in section 6.7 assumes that data types are passed as “in” parameters by value, and passed as “out” parameters by reference; and that interfaces are passed as “in” parameters by reference, and passed as “out” parameters by reference to a reference. Section 6.7 then goes on to say that for IDL, interfaces and out parameters are implicitly passed by reference, so there is no need to use the Ref and RefRef suffixes in the IDL documentation. The same rule holds true for Java. In fact, the use of these suffixes highlights an implementation issue and programming language styling convention† that should not be brought to light in the UML.

It is therefore proposed that section 6.7 of part 1 be removed and that all Ref and RefRef suffixes are removed from all parts.

† For example, the C programming language uses the Ref and RefRef styling convention to make the reader aware that he/she is dealing with a pointer to a value and not the value itself.

--- End Of Contribution ---

