3GPP TSG_CN5 (Open Service Architecture – OSA)

Meeting #10, Antwerp, BELGIUM, 5 – 7 March 2001
Tdoc N5-010191

Source:
Musa Unmehopa (Lucent Technologies), unmehopa@lucent.com
Title:
Service Factory in relation to the IpChargingManager interface
Agenda Item:

Document for:
Discussion

Category:
other

Work Item ID:
OSA

Doc Summary:

Specs involved:
DES/SPAN-120070 Part 12 – Alternative 2
Introduction

Lucent Technologies has been in a position to review DES/SPAN-120070 part 12, v0.0.2, i.e. the “Alternative number 2”. The current IpChargingManager interface as defined in that draft specification currently solely contains methods to start charging sessions. This paper identifies that similar equivalent functionality is already available within the Framework, namely the Service Factory interface. Lucent Technologies would like to kindly request the meeting to discuss the issue identified in this paper, i.e. the existence of a dressed down manager interface whereas the service factory already provides that functionality.

Discussion

This paper reports two observations from the IpChargingManager interface:

1. The funtionality is already provided by the Service Factory

2. The need for this interface is questioned because of the fact that only two methods are contained (for which similar functionality is already defined) and the fact that there is an empty counterpart interface on the application side

The following quote is taken from DES/SPAN-120070 part 12, v0.0.2 (N5-010123).

4.1 Interface Class 
IpChargingManager
 

Inherits from: 


IpService
.



<MySuperClasses.Name>
.



This interface is the 'service manager' interface for the Charging Service. The Charging manager interface provides  management functions to the charging service. The application programmer can use this interface to start charging sessions.
 

The following quote is taken from section 14.3.1 of DES/SPAN-120070 Part 3, v0.0.2 (the Framework)

At this point the network's Framework is aware of the existence of a new SCF, and could let applications know - but they would have no way to use it. Installing the SCS logic and assigning a name to it does not make this SCF available. In CORBA an "entry point", called service factory, is used. The role of the service factory is to control the life cycle of a CORBA interface, or set of interfaces, and provide clients with the references that are necessary to invoke the methods offered by these interfaces. Some times service factories instantiate new interfaces for different clients, sometime they give the same interface reference to more than one client. But the starting point for a client to use an SCF is to obtain an interface reference to a factory of the desired SCF.
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