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In addition to the LS response sent from the S1 plenary (S1-000829) to T2 MMS, S1 OSA would like to provide additional information to T2 MMS on OSA support to MMS.

S1 OSA notes that in T2-000556, Figure 1 depicts the scenario where interfaces are identified between the MMS Relay and the HLR, as well as between the MMS Relay and the MMS User Databases.  S1 OSA would like to inform T2 MMS that OSA can provide application access network network functionality (e.g. such as the ability to read and write MMS specific data in the HLR and MMS User Data Base), and the use of such OSA APIs by such nodes is optional.

S1 OSA would like to further clarify, however, that OSA does not provide a replacement for interaction between core network nodes (i.e. a MAP-like functionality between core network nodes), and interaction between such network nodes is not within the scope of OSA.

S1 OSA looks forward to continued good communication with the T2 MMS group to assist in the development of the MMS specifications.
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___________________________________________________________________________


At the T2 #10 meeting (28 Aug-01 Sep 2000 – Galway, Ireland) the 3GPP TSG T2 SWG3 (Messaging) group received a presentation on VHE/OSA by Jörg Swetina of Siemens AG.  The information was interesting and enlightening.


The question of applicability to MMS was raised and there was a brief discussion on where the VHE and OSA information may relate to the MMS activities.  The MMS architecture has several interfaces identified.  Two of these relate to network components (HLR and User Data) that may be supported via OSA access methods.  These are shown in the following figure that presents the current working assumption for the MMS reference architecture.
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Figure 1 – MMS Reference Architecture


At the present time, TSG-T2 has not developed these two interfaces to any reasonable level of maturity.  As a result, the opportunity to influence the activities to develop these interfaces exists.


Therefore, TSG-T2 requests that details on the OSA-defined interfaces for HLR and other user data be provided.  These will be helpful to the efforts to clarify the known services expressed for these interfaces in the OSA environment.  


TSG-T2 looks forward to receipt of information that may be used to help develop requirements and interface definitions needed in support of the MMS architecture.
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In LS T2-000556 T2 inquired S1 on applicability of OSA to MMS.  T2 had identified two MMS interfaces which relate to network components (HLR and User Data) that may be supported via OSA access methods.


S1 would like to confirm this view.   The “User Profile Management Functions” of OSA (see TS 22.127) will provide the required access methods. They enable an application to read or modify aspects of the user profile.
Thus MMS would be:


· a client to OSA – as the MMS Relay uses these OSA functions to read and write MMS specific data in the HLR and MMS User Data Base


but at the same time also


· a server to OSA (also called Service Capability within the OSA concept) – as the MMS User Data Base provides MMS specific data and makes them available via the OSA interface.


It is the present working assumption that OSA can stay completely agnostic of the semantics of such data and that they are entirely at the discretion of the MMS application. The OSA access methods will however provide a standardised syntax for the delivery of these data (e.g. CC/PP).


Regarding timescales it should be noted, that the “User Profile Management Functions” of OSA will most certainly not be finalised in Release 4, since they depend on the specification of the VHE User Profile which is only expected in Release 5.


S1 wants to emphasise the importance of a good communication with the T2 MMS group in this matter,  details of the contact person are given above.



