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The Service Discovery SCF specifies an operation to retrieve a list of SCFs so far subscribed to, i.e. listSubscriberServices(). These services should be subscribed to by the HE-VASP using the Subscription framework SCF. This SCF is however not part of the OSA specification. Without the specification of the Subscription framework SCF this operation has no meaning. A possible solution is to define the Subscription Framework SCF. A similar SCF is already specified by Parlay, i.e. the Service Subscription Framework Interface. Lucent Technologies kindly requests the meeting to discuss this issue and to consider adopting the Parlay Service Subscription Interface.

6.2
Discovery

The discovery SCF consists of a single interface. Before a network SCF can be discovered, the application must know what "types" of SCFs are supported by the Framework and what "properties" are applicable to each SCF  type. The listServiceType() method returns a list of all "SCF types" that are currently supported by the framework and the "describeServiceType()" returns a description of each SCF type. The description of SCF type includes the "SCF-specific properties" that are applicable to each SCF type. Then the application can discover a specific set of registered SCFs that belong to a given type and possess the desired "property values", using the "discoverService() method.

Once the HE-VASP finds out the desired set of SCFs supported by the network, it subscribes (a sub-set of) these SCFs using the Subscription framework SCF. The HE-VASP (or the applications in its domain) can find out the set of SCFs available to it (i.e., the SCFs that it can use) by invoking "listSubscriberServices()".

The discovery SCF is invoked by the HE-VASP or applications. In addition, the discovery interface may be invoked by SCSs in the context of SCF registration, see subclause 8.1. Its methods are described below.
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