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A correlationID parameter has been suggested for use by the Charging API when requesting a reservation of user funds.  It has further been suggested that a correlationType be provided along with this parameter.  The reason for this is to allow the network to associate a PDP context ID for a data session, a call ID for a voice call, a session ID for a multimedia session, etc.  This allows ease of usage mediation and dispute resolution.  This improves the ability to apply business rules to chargeable services, such as preventing simultaneous charges for usage minutes and service invocations or content delivery.

A correlationID is provided when the application has received notification of a session establishment.  Upon receiving notification that a session has been established between a user and a particular address, the application can invoke a debit, credit, or reservation request and implicitly associate the charging event with the correlationID.  The correlationID is of type TpSessionID.  A null value indicates that no network-related activity has been explicity matched to the charging requests.

The correlationType is an enumerated type, with values higher than those specified immediately regarded as other.  This allows extension of the values for correlationType with minimal impact to existing applications.
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