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___________________________________________________________________

1. Introduction

User Profile Management has been identified as one of the VHE/OSA related issues, which have not been completed for release 99. A liaison from SA2 to SA proposed to postpone the parts, which have not been completed, to R00. However, there seems to be confusion what is meant by user profile management, and which issues are open. This contribution intends to provide some clarification.

2. Discussion

The user profile concept and the requirements for management of user profiles, are described in section 6.1 of the stage 1 specification 22.121. It should be noted that this section is called "Personal Service Environment" and includes key parts of the VHE concept. The scope of stage 2 and stage 3 specifications is restricted to the OSA API. A full realisation of the VHE concept however would require more than can be achieved by introducing an OSA API to the network, which is the current scope of stage 2 and stage 3 specifications. 

For this reason the full set of requirements, which are currently described in 22.121, will not be supported in R99 but needs to become part of a complete VHE user profile concept for release 00. From a Siemens perspective, this is the reason why S2 proposed to postpone the open issues related to user profile management to R00, and the reasons are still valid. 

3. Conclusion

Introduction of OSA in release 99 provides an important part of the home environment concept, but not a complete solution. On the other hand, OSA is also broader than just a solution to VHE.  As a consequence the solution to some user profile related requirements from 22.121 needs to be postponed to R00. This should not be considered as open issues to 23.127 and 29.198 because these documents are focussed on the OSA API. The distinction between features not yet defined at the OSA API and features to be provided by other means than the OSA API could possibly be reflected more carefully in 23.127 (e.g. in section 7.6).

Note: In addition, there is the issue of terminal capabilities for terminals, which are not WAP-enabled. There are ongoing discussions in S1 on this issue. Though there is consensus that the retrieval of terminal capabilities for all terminals would be desirable, no satisfying solution has been found yet. Unless a complete solution is proposed, there is no need to update 23.127, in which case the issue should be solved in release 00. To achieve consistency between 22.121 and 23.127 a change request to 22.121 has been submitted (by Siemens).

1

