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1.
Introduction

GERAN2 understands that an MBMS service may currently be associated to either a Streaming traffic class or a Background traffic class (mainly for a Download & Play service type). 
In any case, it is GERAN2 assumption that, to avoid buffering at the BSS and/or the introduction of modified flow control procedures for MBMS on the Gb interface, the BSS will have to deliver the MBMS data over the air interface at the same rate (on average) as the one at which data is received from the SGSN, regardless of the nature of the MBMS service (i.e. Streaming or Download & Play).
GERAN2 thinks that the only efficient way to achieve this goal (e.g. to correctly dimension the radio resources for an MBMS service) is to make the maximum/guaranteed bit rate (and transfer delay) requirements explicitly available to the BSS in any case - i.e. to always use the Streaming traffic class - instead of trying to infer them from the incoming flow on the Gb interface.
Therefore, GERAN2 strongly suggests to always associate the Streaming traffic class parameters to any MBMS service type (e.g. Streaming or Download & Play), when the MBMS service has to be provided over the GERAN. This conclusion is also supported by GERAN2 assumption that the BM-SC may always define a precise bit rate requirement also for a Download & Play service type, since it:
· knows the rate at which the data flow will be distributed to the different network nodes.  
· never indicates the session duration as a volume of data, but as a time indication

2.
Actions:


GERAN2 kindly asks SA2 to take the previous request into account when deciding the UMTS QoS traffic class to associate to an MBMS service that has to be provided over the GERAN.
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