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1. 
Introduction

SA2 would like to thank RAN WG3 for their LS S2-041730 (R3-040936), where they request how RAN knows whether one MBMS Bearer Service is for the Multicast mode or for the Broadcast mode service.   

SA2 discussed the issue and came to following conclusion:

· Session start contains explicit information whether session starts for the multicast service or for the broadcast service. 

Further SA2 would like to clarify that it is BM-SC that initiates session start and it is up to stage 3 protocol design how  this information is provided. 

On the question if session start can contain information whether counting is required or not, SA2 concluded it is an internal decision of a RAN node and this information should not be included in session start. It is SA2’s understanding that counting is done for radio efficiency reasons so that UTRAN may select on per cell basis whether to establish ptp or ptm links for the distribution of MBMS session data to the UE’s.  If in radio design it has been determined that counting is not required for all cells of an MBMS service area(e.g. hot spots), this can be configured within RAN.

2. Actions

To RAN3, CN3, CN4 :

Note that BM-SC initiates session start and take into account in stage 3 protocol design that session start contain explicit information whether it is for the multicast service or for the broadcast service.
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