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It is very important to enable evolving the XML schemas and the XML that are used related to the AVPs of Diameter commands  to make it possible to enhance and further develop the protocols CN4 is responsible for. Therefore, a mechanism for XML and XML schema version control that allows changing the content of the XML schemas and the XML needs to be defined. 

Versioning of the XML that is sent in the Diameter commands

The XML that is sent in a command must be such that it conforms to the version of the command and therefore there is no need to indicate the release in question in the XML itself. A Diameter application knows the version of the request or answer command to be sent to the receiver by the version that has been negotiated between the peers. The version attribute in the beginning of the XML could, however, be used to indicate the version of the XML, but that is redundant information. The version attribute is a part of the XML schema specification /SCHEMA1, 3.15.2/; the format of the attribute is freely defined and it is placed in the beginning of the XML schema.

Versioning of the XML schema

The XML schema itself does not need any versioning mechanism if the version of the Diameter application is changed when the the XML chema changes in a backwards incompatible way. There is no need to check the versions of the schemas as they are part of the implementation of the Diameter application. Because the XML of each release is individual, it is suggested to have a separate schema for each new release.
Suggestion

For details, see CR 106 of 29.228 and 087 of 29.328.
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